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USTINOV'S BOOK OF SPEECHES, ARTICLES REVIEWED 


Moscow {OMMUNIST VOORUZHZNNY.HK SIL in dvussian No 19, Oct 7 signed to press 
18 Sep 79 pp 8-15 


fArticle: "In the Name of the Power and Security of the Motherland" / 


[Text/ The political leader of our country, its experienced military van- 
suard, the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, is building its own many- 
sided revolutionary-reforming activities on the durable foundation of Marx- 
ism-Leninism. The force of this eternally living revolutionary teaching 

is in continuous creative development. In the process cf the immense org- 
anizational and ideological-educational work of the CPSU, it is unceasing- 
ly enriching itself with the experience of constructing and defending a new 
society, the tireless struggle for the triumph of the ideas of peace and 
friendship among nations, and for social progress. 


The Leninist, deeply scientific, genuinely creative work style of the CPSU 
and its Central Committee, and the CC Politbureau headed by the remarkable 
present-day political and state leader comrade L. I. Brezhnev has been per- 
suasively highlighted in the party documents and in the works of its lead- 
ers, bver newer publications are coming out which testify to the exceo- 
tional fruitfulness of the collective thoughts of the CPSU and serve as a 
valuable contribution to the storehouse of Marxism-Leninism. Included 
among them is the collection of the published speeches and articles of the 
member of the Politbureau of the CC CPSU, USSR Minister of Defense Marshal 
of the Soviet Union D. F. Ustanov, which was published by the Political 
Literature Publishing House. 


The book contains materials covering the period from November 1942 to Feb- 
ruary 1979. They reflect the immortal labor and military exploits of the 
Soviet nation and its armed forces in World War II, the heroic achievements 
of the workers in the period of post-war re-birth, the grandiose achieve- 
ments of our fatherland in the struggle to build communism, peace and soc- 
ial progress. The collection reveals the actual questions of domestic and 
foreign policy of the Communist Party and the Soviet state, the socioeco- 
nomic development cf society, the improvement of socialist democracy, and 
the formation of the new person. The idea of ensuring the dependable 








security of the Soviet nation, the favorable conditions for its peaceful 
constructive labor, and of strengthening the might of the motherland runs 
like a red thread throughout the entire contents of the book. It studies 
in depth the questions of the military policy of the party, the features 
of military construction at the contemporary stage in the development of 
society, the traits of the armed forces of the USSR as the army of a 
public state, the ways to thoroughly improve it, and it examines the ac- 
tivities of the commanders, political organs, party and Komsomol organ- 
izations on training and educating personnel and increasing the combat 
readiness of the army and navy. 


One of the central themes of the collection is the study of the leading 
role of the CPSU as the decisive source of the victories and achievements 
of the Soviet people. All of our successes in economic and cultural con- 
struction, in the development of netional well-being, and the remarkable 
achievements in the international arena are the result of the Leninist 
policy of the Communist Party, the selfless labor of the workers, farn- 
ers, and intelligentsia at all stages of the struggle for the triumph 

of socialism and comaunisn. 


Taking upon itself the total responsibility for the fate of the nation, 
the CPSU--the ruling party of the world's first socialist state--is con- 
fidently leading the country along the road toward communism, “In Len- 
inist fashion the party widely and perspicaciously blazes the course of 
development of Soviet society," the collection emphasizes. "Like Lenin 
it skillfully puts into motion the incalculable potential of socialism, 
like Lenin it realistically determines the next tasks and persistently 
secures their successful execution"(page 6). 


The guiding activities of the CPSU are complex and diverse. The chief 

one of them is the development of a general perspective for the growth of 
society, the domestic and foreign policy lines of the USSR, and the man- 
agement of their realization. The highest goal of the party is the good 
and the happiness of the nation. The economic strategy of the CPSU is 
subordinated to this aim. Social reforms which are unprecedented in 

scope and depth serve this goal. The tireless work of the party to ensure 
favorable external conditions for communist construction answers this aim, 


Using concrete living material, the author shows how the party success- 
fully carries out its own guiding and directing role thanks to the fact 
that it has been tightly bound to the masses, and deeply and consistent- 
ly expresses their interests. Making up the nucleus of the political 
system of our society, the CPSU leads toward the development and improve- 
ment of socialist democracy, and toward the drawing of ever wider layers 
of workers into the administration of the affairs of the country, It 
tirelessly concerns itself with the idea that each Soviet person feels 
himself to be a citizen in the full sense of this word, and is interested 
in the public business and in bearing his own share of responsibility. 


rm 








The Soviet people wholeheartedly trust their tried and tested political 
vanguard, see in the party of Lenin the mind, honor, and conscience of our 
epoch, perceive the plans of the CPSU as their own personal ones, and seif- 
lessly and inspiredly struggle to toing them to realization, In turn, the 
party answers the faith and great love of the nation with a firm resolve 

to muarantee the construction of a communist society. 


The Communist Party sees one of its chief tasks to be the reliable defense 
of socialist achievements, ne peaceful labor of the Soviet people, the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Soviet state. As the en- 
tire heroic history of the country of Soviets testifies, the CPSU is 
properly carrying out this responsible task, 


From t.e first days of Soviet power, the party and V. I, Lenin, the author 
observes, resolved the mayor problems of military policy, the building of 
a new kind of army, the organizational and political strengthening of its 
numbers, the creation and improvement of military control organs, a system 
of training and educating the cadres and all personnel, and the provision 
of a high combat readiness for the ground and naval forces, The Civil 

Nar and World War II showed with impressive power the role of the party 
leadership--the decisive source of victories over the enemies of the soc- 
ialist fatherland, 


The collection's materials convincingly show that in the war-time period 
the party was indeed waging battle and its Central Committee--the combat 
staff, provided the highest political and strategic leadership of the 
country and the armed forces. 


Party leadership, it is stressed in the book, is primarily political lea- 
dership, a political approach to business, which means the compulsory 
appraisal of all phenomena, their careful analysis from the point of view 
of the higher interests of the nation, and the scientific validity of 
accepted plans and solutions. The embodiment of such an approach in the 
practical activities of the party on strengthening the defense of the 
country is the organic union of the political, economic, and military 
leadership which provides, in the first place, a purposeful and effective 
solution of the defense tasxs fostered by a concrete military and polit- 
ical situation; secondly, the concentration of political, economic, and 
military efforts of the country in the interests of the defense of the 
revolutionary achievements; and thirdly, the effective utilization of the 
advantages of socialism in the struggle with the enemies of the father- 
land and in the development of the armed forces. 


The speeches and articles included in the collection clearly reveal the 
natural character of the growth of the role of the party leadership in 
military construction and the development and improvement of the armed 
forces under modern conditions. The strengthening of the leadership role 
of the party, it is noted in the book, was brought about primarily by 


broadening the scale of the tasks executed by society at the stage of 

















mature socialism, by the complexity of the processes going on in the inter- 
national arena, by the unprecedentedly reactivated responsibil lity for the 
correct analysis of the military and political situation, the adoption of 
timely and effective measures against aggression, the increase in the re- 
quirements for combat and political training and for the combat readiness 
of the army and navy. It was also caused by the fact that military con- 
struction under conditions of modern scientific and technical progress and 
the large-scale changes in military matters are becoming all the more com- 
plicated, are deepening the dependence of the military might and combat 
readiness of the armed forces on the level of socioeconomic and cultural 
growth and the moral-political and spiritual potential of the country, and 
are broadening the international tas«s on defending socialist achievements. 
The increase in the role of leadership was caused, finally, by the necess- 
ity to strengthen the communist education of Soviet servicemen in the face 
of the exacervation of the ideological struggle between socialism and imper- 
ialism,. 








The party thoroughly considers the effect of these factors in its work and 
and skillfully uses the resources and advantages of mature socialism in 
strengthening the defensive capability of the country. Solving the basic 
organizational] and technical problems of military construction, it adds a 
systematic, purposeful character to the process of qualitative changes in 
the armed forces. The CPSU has determined the main problems in the mili- 
tary-technical area, whose solution will provide the fullest satisfaction 
of defense needs. These problems have been highlighted in the book--the 
achievement of a close union of science with production in the interests 
of creating the most effective weapons models; the effective improvement 
of different military equipment and weapons in accordance with the growing 
requirements of modern war, 


A subject of continuous concern to the party and its CC is the further de- 
velopment of military science <¢ ad military art, the steady increase in the 
effectiveness of party political work, an improvement of the system for 
training cadres, and for educating and training the army and navy per- 
sonnel. The CPSU creatively uses the richest experience of organizational 
and educational work accumulated during world War II, in all its varied 
activities, to strengthen the defense of the country, improve the armed 
forces, and inspire the Soviet people with high vigilance, preparedness, 
will, and ability to build communism and reliably defend the revolution- 
ary achievements. There is no area of military business where the con- 
stant beneficial influence of the party, its Central Committee, the Pol- 
itbureau CC, and personally the General Secretary of the CC CPSU, the Chair- 
man of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, the Chairman of the De- 
fense Council of the USSR, Marshal of the Soviet Union L. I. Brezhnev would 
not make themselves felt. Provisions ana conclusions contained in the re- 
ports, speeches, and articles of Leonid Il'ich, the author emphasizes, 

have ma lor importance for the correct theoretical and practical solution 

of the problems of armed forces construction. The book cites the words 

of comrade L. I, Brezhnev: "there are two things which always have been 








and will be closest to my heart, always have been and will vce the subyect 
of my main concerns. These are bread for the people and security for the 
country." in these words which are in tune with the ideas and expectations 
of each Soviet person has been expressed the main concern of our entire 
party. 


The heroic path traversed by our country after the victory of Great Octo- 
ber, the richest revolutionary work of the epoch opened by this victory of 
worldwide significance, the experience of the class struggle o. the work- 
ers of different countries irrefutably confirm the vitality of the Leninist 
conclusion that the preservation of the revolutionary achievements of the 
nation, the socialist state, must tirelessly concern itself with strength- 
ening its defense and the military might of its army. This situation re- 
flects one of the general principles of the proletarian revolution and the 
construction of a new society, whose operation was caused by factors ex- 
clusively external to socialism--the aggressive plots of imperialism ana 
the reactionary forces supported by it. “The defense of the socialist 
fatherland," Marshal of the Soviet Union D. F. Ustinov notes, "by its very 
essence is inseparable from the revolutionary struggle of the proletariat 
and all workers for the transformation of society on socialist principles. 
Directed at the preservation and strengthening of the most advanced social 
system, it answers both the basic national and international interests of 
the workers of all countries, and the business of the social progress of 
mankind" (page 481). | 


Having become the ruling class, the proletariat of our country took upon 
itself the historic responsibility to construct a new socialist society 
and to decisively, selflessly, and steadfastly defend tne achievements of 
the revolution. This responsibility to transform public attitudes into 
socialist principles turned irto an immediate, vital concern of all work- 
ers and of the entire Sovie* nation. Investigating the general status and 
pubic character of the business of defending the achievements cf social: 
ism at the contemporary stage of our development, the author notes that 
the Soviet nation, by its own selfless iabor at all points in the creation 
of the new society, strengthens and develops the economic and defense might 
of the country and creates the sociopolitical and spiritual prerequisites 
for increasing the military power of the USSR armed forces. 


questions of party economic policy occupy a significant place in the book. 
As V¥. I. Lenin taught, economics is a major policy area for us whose succ- 
ess decisively determines the movement of the Soviet nation toward commun- 
ism and serves as a solid material basis of the new society and a reliable 
source of the well-being, and a guarantee of the independence and defen- 
Sive capability of the Soviet state. Pointing to the numerous examples 
and cases, from experience and vast statistical material, of the outstand- 
ing achievements of the USSR economy as a unified national economic com- 
plex and the remarkable achievements of domestic science and technology, 
the author concentrates special attention on the paths and methods of 
solving the key problem of the present stage of development of public 




















production--an increase in effectiveness and quality. The speeches and 
articles in the collection stress the importance and necessi.vy of the de- 
cisive turn made by the party toward intensive factors of economic growth, 
the steady increase in labor productivity, the carrying out of the techni- 
cal modernization of enterprises on a modern scientific base, the improve- 
ment of planning and direction, and the strengthening of discipline. 

The dependence of the defensive capability of the country on the level of 
ecoromic development is deeply and thoroughly studied in the book. Under 
‘ne conditions of mature socialism, the author notes, the dialectical 
unity of the economic, scientit.iec and technical, moral and political, and 
military potential of the state as a component of its defensive might is 
becoming all the closer and more versatile. The book convincingly points 
out that the economic strategy and grandiose program of social transforn- 
ation developed by the party provide a combination of the achievements of 
scientific and technical progress with the advantages of socialism in the 
interests of communist construction. Their realization creates at the same 
time a firm basis for the further strengthening of the defensive capabil- 
ity of the country and the improvement of the armed forces. 


An examination of the actual Questions of military construction in close 
cornection with the problems of social development as a whole is a dis- 
tinctive trait of the worxs included in the collection. In accordance 
with the movement of the Soviet Union toward communism and the strength- 
ening and broadening of the economic, sociopolitical, and cultural base 
of the state, the indissoluble bonds connecting the Soviet nation as the 
new historic community of people and the armed forces as the inalienable 
part of this great social and international community are becoming all the 
more fruitful and are being steadfastly enriched. One of the conse- 
quences of strengthening mature socialist attitudes in our society is the 
historically determined development of the state of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat into a public state, of which our armed forces are an 
organ. As the author indicates, the special responsibility for the de- 
fense of the country is entrusted to them, The duty of the armed forces 
toward the nation, the USSi Constitution says, is to dependably defend 
the sccialist fatherland. They are devoutly faithful to this duty. In 

ts total appearance, the book notes, "is reflected the humanistic essence 
of the society of developed socialism, the nobleness of its aims. They 
are advancing with powerful weapons the defense of the interests of the 
entire nation, guaranteeing the security of the socialist fatherland" 
(page 35). The major source of this insuperable power is the fact that 
each Soviet person considers the defense of the socialist fatherland as 
his own vital, dear business. 


All progressive mankind sees in the economic and defense might of the 
Soviet state a reliable support in the struggle for the security of nations 
against the aggressive aspirations of the imperialistic and other reac- 
tionary forces. The proper defensive capability of the USSx strengthens 
the position of the world socialist system and creates favorable condi- 
tions for the construction of socialism and communism, 














Proceeding from an analysis of the features and tendencies of contemporary 
world development, the CPSU together with the fraternal Marxist-Leninist 
parties has substantiated the conclusion that it is possible to aver’ 

new world war, and has defined the course of the struggle for strengthe: 
ing the peace and security of the nations, and also of those sociopoliti 
cal forces which are capable of curbing the imperialist aggressors. Aiten- 
tion is paid in the decisions and documents of the party to tne necessity 


for high vigilance against the intrigues of the enemies of peace and soc 
ial progre ' 58. 


From the first days of our existence, from October 1917, when Lenin's peace 
decree addressed to all the peoples of the world resounded, our country 

has been struggling consistently and tirelessly for a Just peace on earth 
and for international security. It conducts a principled, honest, consist- 
ently class-orlented internationalist policy which has enormous prestige 
among the workers of all countries and continents, and the warm approval 

of all progressive mankind. Thanks primarily to the peace-loving efforts 
of the Soviet Union and the other countries of socialist cooperation, the 
principles of the peaceful co-existence of states with various social 
systems and the path of relaxation have been acknowledged and are being 
Supported by the peoples as only reasonable 





The materials in the book persuasively testify to the devotion of the 
Soviet state to peace, the immutability and steadiness of its course on 
Stopping the arms race, and on universal and complete disarmament. This 
course received legislative confirmation in the new USSR Constitution. 
Noting that che persistent and tireless struggle of the Soviet Union and 
the other socielist states to deepen relaxation and strengthen peace has 
assisted in warming up the international political climate, the author 
addresses his attention to the great complexity of international rela- 
tions today. "Its peculiarity," the book states, "consists in the fact 
that side by side with the considerable positive changes in the world re- 
cently, they have noticeably stirred up the forces of imperialism and re- 
action. They are trying to revive a situation of distrust and brinkman- 
ship in relationships between states and they are broadening the existing 
and creating new aggressive military and political blocs. These forces 
Support the sources of tension, provoke military conflicts, and whip up 
the arms race which will become all the more dangerous"({page 499). The 
book thoroughly analyzes the military preparations of the imperialist 
states, peiaarily in the aggressive NATC bloc, and it exposes the reac- 
tionary core of the anti-Soviet, great-power, expansionist course of the 
present-day Chinese leadership. 

It is quite understandable that the Soviet Union cannot ignore the in- 
trigues of international reaction. Hmphasizing this, the author notes: 
"the love of peace and the preparedness to appropriately repulse any agg- 
ressor have been fused together in our policy. This weighty, constructive, 
and clacs policy. as the development of events in the international arena 
confirms, is effective and fruitful. It answers the vital interests of 

the Soviet people, the interests of the security and peace of all nations. 
Cur party intends to strictly and firmly put it into practice in the fu- 


ture"(page 47% 


‘ise? 
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Coviet militarv doctrine has also been iinOdOUed With the uni ty of the humane 


and just goals of Soviet foreign policy, a concern for providing security 
tc the country, and the reliable defense of the peaceful labor of the 
Soviet people and the peoples of the fraternal countries of socialisn. 


Its principles and conclusions are the basic requirements both for soviet 
military construction as a whole as well as for training the armed forces 
of the USS... Maintaining the defensive capability of the country and the 
military might of its armed forces at a level providing peaceful cond’ tions 
for communist construction, the Soviet people have never threatened 

do not intend to threaten with weapons. Uhis contradicts our convictions 
and principles. "At the same time," it says 4n the collection, "let no 
one take our peaceful disposition for weaxness and let no one try to in- 
timidate us with new types of death-dealing weapons: winged missiles, neu- 
tron bombs, or something else of this sort. It seems useful to be remind- 
ed that it is a senseless and hopeless matter to bully us. The economics, 
science, and technology of our country are ina state to create any arma- 
ments which our enemies would attempt to count on"(page 22). 


The b ok gives a cetailed description of the stage of development of the 
armed forces of the USS. A characteristic of it is the process of streng- 
thening the influence of economics, the level and size of production, the 
tempo of growth in the further broadening of the potential of the defense 
industry, and strengthening the material and technical base of the armed 
forces. The party skillfully directs this process and, thanks to it, the 
basic transformations in the technical equipment of the army and navy, and 
their mobility, strike and fire power have grown, 


The Soviet armed forces, the author notes, are today a modern army, well- 
trained and equipped with the latest powerful equipment, a mighty military 
organism, welded together with the ideas of Marxism-Leninism and the noble, 
lofty goal of selfiess service to the nation and to the business of defend- 
ing the great achievements of Cctober and of world socialism, At the stage 
of mature socialism they have received further development and have en- 
riched themselves with a new substance characteristic of the Soviet armed 
forces as an army of the socialist type--an indissoluble unity with the 
nation, an unshaxatle loyalty to the ideals of communism and the ideas of 
patriotism and proletarian internationalism, a monolithic sociopolitical 
solidarity, and a genuine humanisn”,. 


The remarkable achievements of our country in the social sphere are en- 
bodied in the high level of education, professional training, and general 
Culture of the personnel. Military service is an integral part of the 
total Soviet system of educating and training youth. It is an important 
link in the civic formation of our youth, it steels the young and, at 
times, not yet settled character, and it teaches teamwork, discipline, 
and order. The party highly values the enormous role of the army in the 
business of education. 














The quality of the armed forces finds its most concentrated expression in 
the steady increase in its combat readiness, which has especially grown 
in importance in our days. The author pays particular attention to ques- 
tions of maintaining constant commt readiness. Combat readiress, i? 
states in the collection, 1s made up of many components, the a.lef among 
wnich are the dersree of completeness and extent of technical equipment, 


the level of thelr preparedness to execute complex and varied tasks, th 
combat coordination of the military collectives, the moral-political ana 
military qualities of the personnel, the organizational capabilities of 
the commanders, staffs, political organs, and their skill in carrying out 
the firm, continuous direction of the troops under and comtt situation 
conditions. Syvamining the course of the steady increase in combat reac 
iness, the author emphasizes the special importance today of tne skillful 
mastery by the personnel of military equipment, and the methods of it: 
use in battle and operation. The strengthening of party and political] 
work in the army and navy and the improvement of the moral and political 


training of the troops are no less important. 


Our armed forces are carrying out their lofty mission in a unified combat 
system with the armies of the member states of the Warsaw Pact. In its 
content, aims, and missions the unbreakable alliance of the fraternal 
socialist countries differs fundamentally from any bourgeois coalitions 
of the past and present, the book notes. "Being genuinely defensive," 
Marshal of the Soviet Union D. F. Ustinov writes, "this alliance reliably 
serves the countries belonging to it and the interests of peace and soc- 
ialism"( pace 322), At the present time the joint efforts of the Warsaw 
Pact countries have created and are supporting a defensive potential, 


which dooms beforehand to failure every attempt of imperialism to deal 
with socialism by military force. The Soviet Union and its armed forces 
play a paramount role strengthening the defensive capaodiliity of the soc- 


falist countries. 


The attempts of reactionary imperialistic propaganda to pervert the his- 
toric destiny of cur armed forces and to spread the myth about the suppos- 
edly growing “Soviet military threat" receive decisive rebuke in the 
coll aaen'S materials. This ill-intentioned slander serves to cloak 

the aggressive preparations of imperialistic reaction which is profit- 
ing Pa the arms race. Yes, the author stresses, the armed forces of 
the Soviet Union are indeed powerful. However, this might has never been 
used and will not be used in aims foreign to the interests of nations. 
“de have shown our sword, and all our ill-wishers know this," the book 
days, “only to those who have encroached upon the Soviet fatherland, and 
the socialist achievements of the nation"(page 36). 


forces of the USSR have been enveloped by the daily concern of 
tion, the Communist Party, its Central Committee, and the 
CC heaced by comrade L. I. Brezhnev. They have at their 
di: of *he means necessary to carry out their re sponsible miss- 
ion--to be a vsuardian of communist creativity, the bulwark of universal 
peace. Marching in step with the nation, our army and navy are working 
intensively on fulfilling the tasks flowing from the decisions of the 
25th CPSU Congress. 

















The will of our party and nation toward poace is unswerving and steadfast. 
The struggle of the Soviet people to strengthen it is active and untiring. 
This will and this struggle are merged together with the high political 
vigilance and constant concern for the defense of the socialist father- 
land, The country of the Soviets has always taken such a position. Thais 
Leninist position has received a new convincing interpretation and sub- 
stantiation in the collection of the published speeches and articles of 
Marshal of the Soviet Union D, F. Ustinov. “The Soviet army and navy al- 
ways have been and remain the true support of the party and state in the 
struggle for peace and security of the nations, and will vigilantly guard 
their fatherland and the constructive labor of the Soviet people," the 
author says. “They are doing everything so that no provocations of agg- 
ressive imperialistic forces will interfere with the historic movement of 
our society toward communism"(page 427). 


The guarantee of this is the wisdom of the party leadership of the country 
and the armed force s, the mighty material and technical tase of developed 
socialism, and an honest and unselfish policy of peace. The guarantee of 
this is the indissoluble unity of the nation and army, formidable weapon- 
ry, advanced Soviet military science and art. The guarantee of this is 
the boundless devotion of the Soviet servicemen to the business of the 
party, their readiness for selfless labor and feats of arms in the name 

of the power and security of the motherland, 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil," 1979 
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POLITICAL TRAINING: INDOCTRINATION ON OOMBAT TRADITIONS 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 19, Oct 7 signed to 
press 18 Sep 79 pp 73-81 


[article: "The Campaign Record and Traditions of a Unit(Ship), Combined 
Unit, District(Fleet)” 


[excerpts] The subject of this article has great educational importance. 
Its study is aimed at acquainting young soldiers and sailors with the most 
important combat traditions of the Soviet armed forces, the campaign re- 
cord of the district(fleet), the combined unit, unit(ship) where they 
will serve, to use it to motivate the young defenders of the fatherland 
to follow in the glorious combat traditions, and to augment them with 
excellent training and model service. The lesson is intended to awaken 
within the soldiers and sailors beginning their service a feeling of 
pride in belonging to our heroic armed forces, a love for their military 
comrades, loyalty to their combat colors, the ship's flag, and a noble 
yearning to be worthy heirs and successors to the work of the servicemen 
of older generations. 


To study this sub ect there should be one two-hour lesson, during which 
it is recommended that the group leaders examine the following basic 
questions: 1) the essence and importance of the combat traditions of 
the Soviet armed forces; 2) the campaign record and traditions of the 
unit(ship), combined unit, district(fleet); 3) the young soldiers and 
sailors--the heirs and continuers of combat glory. 


They use a story and a lively, developed discussion to conduct the 
lesson. A brief introduction should point out that the armed forces of 
the USSR are the pride of the Soviet nation. The 25th CPSU Congress em- 
phasized that the armed forces defend the work of the revolution, soc- 
ialism, and peace among nations. There has never been an army in his- 
tory which served with such humane and lofty aims and ideals. 


Created by V. I, Lenin and the Communist Party, the Soviet armed forces 
have traversed a legendary path. Their combat colors have been covered 
with everlasting glory. In the grim years of the Civil War and foreign 
military intervention the warriors and commanders of the young Red Army 
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displayed a high revolutionary spirit, class consciousness, mass heroisn, 
and unsurpassed moral-political and combat qualities. Unparalleled feats 
in the name of socialiom and a bright future for all mankind were accom- 
plished by the Soviet nation ard ite servicemen on the battlefields of 
World War II--the most difficult and most savage of all wars experienced 
by our country. The exploits of the country of Soviets in World War II 
have entered forever into the history of mankind as a bright page of cour- 
age, valor and bravery, and boundless love for the fatherland. Our nation 
and its valiant armed forces carried on their shoulders the major burden 
of the struggle against fascist aggressicn and saved all of mankind at the 
cost of enormous sacrifices from the thoeat of Hitlerite slavery. Triun- 
phally traveling over the roads of Burope, our armed forces carried out a 
lofty liberating mission. They played a decisive role in crushing the 
forces of the ally of fascist Germany--militarist Japan, 


The audience should be reminded that in May of next year our country and 
all of progressive mankind will mark the 35th anniversary of the victory 
of the Soviet nation in World Way II, and it should be emphasized that the 
crushing of Hitlerite Germany was of ma Jor importance in delivering the 
peoples of Kurope from the fascist yoke. 


In the post-war years the Soviet army and navy vigilantly guard the se- 
curity of our fatherland and all socialist cooperation. They have come 

a long way today from what they were at the end of World War II. This is 
a qualitatively new armed force possessing huge resources, and capable of 
successfully carrying out complex combat tasks on land, in the air and at 
sea. Their further development and improvement are inseparably inked 
with the life of the country, and with those tasks which the party and 
the nation carry out, including those connected with the international 
situation. "All of these years," it was noted from the rostrum of the 
25th CPSU Congress, "the party has paid proper attention to strengthen- 
ing the defensive capability of our country and improving the armed 
forces...The equipping of the armed forces with modern weapons and com- 
bat equipment has been improved, and the quality of combat training and 
the ideological hardening of personnel has been increased...The Soviet 
nation can be confident that the fruits of its constructive labor are 
under reliable protection"("Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress,” page 83). 


The Soviet armed forces personify the courage ana stabliity of our land, 
The entire heroic history of the Soviet army and navy testifies to the 
fact that the inexhaustible sources of their power and invincibility were 
and remain the wise leadership of the Leninist party, their indissoluble 
unity with the people, the unquestionable advantages of the socialist 
pudlic and state order, ardent Soviet patriotism, and pr-letarian inter- 
nationalism, Our army has indeed been surrounded by the boundless love 
and concern of the Soviet people. 
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Proud of their combat traditions, our armed forces are a fine living school 
for youth, Military service steels youths, educates them ina spirit of 
deep loyalty to the ideas of communicm, to the work of the party and 
nation, and to a readiness to carry out the sacred duty of protecting the 
socialist fatherland. Mach generation of young soldiers and sailors that 
serves under the colors of the Soviet army and navy accepts the baton of 
combat glory from its predecessors and becomes a continuer of the combat 
traditions of the Soviet armed forces and a reliable sentinel cf our be- 
loved motherland. 


1. [he sssence and Importance of the Combat Traditions of the Soviet Armed 
Forces 


The elucidation of this question should begin with an explanation of the 
very notion of "tradition." 


Under the term tradition are considered historically-formed stable cus- 
toms, rules and norms of behavior of people that are passed on from gen- 
eration to generation, accumulate and become a moral law for specified 
groups of the population, collectives, classes, and whole nations. By 
content and significance traditions can be progressive and revolutionary 
or backwari and reactionary. Everything depends on what class inte.ests 
they express. In society, which is divided into hostile classes, the 
bourmeolsie has its own traditions, as does the proletariat. The tradi- 
tions of the bourgeoisie are reactionary, anti-national, and express the 
interests of a class that is becoming obsolete. The proletariat, fight- 
ing for the revolutionary reconstruction of society, possessing a high 
political consciousness, state of organization and steadiness in tatile, 
has traditions which are progressive and advanced, The xussian prole- 
tariat during the class tattles for its own liberation has developed the 
highest form of advanced traditions--revoiutionary traditions based on 
the heroic traditions of our party. 


It is advisable to remind people that the revolutionary traditions of 

the communist party and the Soviet nation are historically-formed customs 
of great social significance, solidly established norms of behavior, a 
way of thinking and acting by the people which is characteristic of Len- 
inist revolutionaries, the champions of the freedom and happiness of the 
workers and of communism, The bearer of these heroic traditions is the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union--the mind, honor, and conscience of 
our epoch, It took in and concentrated within itself all of the best, 
advanced and heroic, that was and is in the working class of our country-- 
the boundless devotion to communism, loyalty to the great teachings of 
Marxism-Leninism, a firm stability and constant readiness to tattle enen- 
ies for the triumph of communist ideas; a love for the socialist father- 
land, ardent Soviet patriotism; loyalty to proletarian internationalism; 
hatred for the oppressors and exploiters, imperialist aggressors, to all 
enemies of peace, democracy and socialism; a freedom-loving spirit, firn- 
ness, courage and heroism; high consciousness, state of organization and 
discipline, a monolithic solidarity and the capability to overcome any 
difficulties and deprivations; an irreproachable integrity and truthful- 
ness. 
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Our combat traditions have been formed in the flre of three revolutlons, 
The servicemen of the army and navy have developed them in tattlea with 
foreign interventionists and White Guards, and then in the years of peace- 
ful socialist construction. tlHowever, they especially ¢rew in the years of 
World War lI, ‘The commt traditions continue to be developed and streng- 
thened in our own days--during daily combat training and service. Many of 
the traditions have been strengthened in the requirements of the military 
oath and the general military regulations. 


Thus, the combat traditions of the soviet army and navy are historically- 
formed customs and moral values which have become the norm of behavior for 
servicemen in combat and in peacetime, actively prompting them to carry 
out their military duties in an exemplary fashion, and to serve their 
country, their socialist fatherland, honorably and conscientiously. 


It is also advisable to give a short description of the main combat tra- 
ditions of the Soviet armed forces, 


Selfless devotion to the work of communism, a love for the Soviet mother- 
land, for the countries of socialism, confidence in the victory over the 
enemies of the socialist fatherland, the constant readiness to protect it-- 
these are the ma lor combat traditions of our army and navy. 


The glorious tradition of Soviet warriors is loyalty to the military oath 
and military duty, and great heroism in tattle. 


For centuries the people of our country have had to arm themselves many 
times to repulse the invasion of foreign intruders, and to defend the 
honor, freedom, and independence of the motherland. In this heroic strug- 
gle they have always displayed the firmness, bravery, and valor peculiar 
to them, 


The constant desire to improve their military skills, to strengthen mili- 
tary discipline, and increase political knowledge has distinguished and 
dist‘nguishes all generations of armed defenders of the socialist father- 
land. This became a tradition a long time ago. 


Soviet servicemen understand well that victory in modern war is incon- 
ceivable without a solid knowledge of equipment and weapons, the methods 
and types of warfare, and the ability to courageously and skillfully exe- 
cute the given tasks in any situation. Therefore thay are devoutly 
carrying out the legacy of the great Lenin--to study military affairs as 
a real sacred ob ect. 


Military comradeship, the respect for the commander, and his protection 


in battle are related to a number of the most brilliant traditions of 
Soviet servicemen. 
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Following the moral code of the builder of communism, the Soviet people 
live according to the principless "One person for another--a friend, com 
rade, brother,” “One for all and a’l for one." The prescribed treatmenl 
of servicemen by each other beginning with the word "comrade," has been 
filled with deep meaning. It stresses the equality of Soviet citizens, 
the unity of thelr thoughts, the friendship and brotherhood of the peoples 
of the USSR. 


It is important to emphasize that the bright feeling of friendship and 
military camaraderie does not tolerate familiarity, mutual guarantees, 
and the lessening of the dignity of a colleague. Sincere friendship is 
developed on a healthy, principled basis; it is a kind helper in train- 
ing and service, 


A glorious tradition in our armed forces is the love of the Soviet ser- 
vicemen for thelr army and navy, for their own unit and ship, and loyalty 
to the tattle colors of the military unit and to the naval flag of the 
ship. 


More details can be given on this by speaking about the campaign record 
and traditions of the unit or ship. 


A tradition which plays a large role in the life of the army and navy is 
the tireless struggle of tie servicemen for the high combat readiness of 
the unit or ship. 


The Communist Party and the Soviet state make great demands on the com- 
tat read‘ness of the troops and naval forces. "The duty of the armed 
forces of the USS before the nation," it is written in the USS" Consti- 
tution, “is to reliably defend the socialist satherland, to be in con- 
stant combat readiness guaranteeing a swift repulse to any aggressor." 
The political consciousness of the Soviet servicemen, their combat skills, 
the skillful possession of combat equipment and weapons, a high state of 
discipline, and a clear understanding of their personal responsibility 
for the defense of their native land have their tasis in combat readiness. 


A new tradition has been formed--the military cooperation of the service- 
men of the fraternal socialist countries. The main goal of this cooper- 
ation is to provide, with the existence of two opposing social systems, 
for the total security of the fraternal countries of socialism, to rel- 
lably defend our most progressive social order from the encroachments of 
an aggressor, and to ensure the necessary internal conditions for the 
successful construction of socialism and communisn. 


Such are the ma.or combat traditions of the Soviet army and navy. They 
have become the law of life of the Soviet servicemen. 


It should be noted that during training, service and combat activities 
of the subunits, units, and ships, specific customs and norms of be- 

havior of servicemen of various branches of the armed forces and arms 
and services are formed. For example, it has become a tradition among 
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the rocket troops to hit a target with the first missile, The tankers 
have adopted one whereby after lessons and exercises, even if they are 
tired, they do nct leave for rest until thelr combat vehicles have been 
brought to complete order, And take the sailors, They have a special 
love for the sea, ship service, and the uniform. The names of the ships 
on which they serve have an heroic history and these same names are con- 
ferred on the new ships which take their place, 


In speaking about the importance of the combat traditions of the Soviet 
army and navy, the propagandist should note that they include the effect 
of the example of seifless service to the fatherland, and the fulfill- 
ment of revolutionary and military duty by the older generations. Sovict 
servicemen find in the revolutionary and combat traditions the best model 
for the selection of a moral ideal toward which they strive, which they 
imitate, and which is the motivator of their deeds. 


Then the propagandist moves on to a discussion of the second question-- 
to an elucidation of the campaign record and traditions of the unit 
(ship), combined unit, district(fleet) against the general background of 
the heroic history of the Soviet armed forces and their glorious combat 
traditiouws. 


2. The Campaign Record and Traditions of the Unit(Ship), Combined Unit, 
District(Fleet) 


In highlighting this question, it is necessary to note that each military 
district(fleet) where young servicemen serve has its own glorious combat 
history, which is a part of the heroic history of our armed forces. Many 
books have been written about the campaign record of districts and fleets, 
and some combined units. It is recommended that they be widely used in 
throwing light on this topic. 


It should be recalled that in our armed forces there are units and com- 
bined units which were formed as far back as the Civil War years. They 
became famous defending the young Soviet republic. In the years of World 
War II the comtt annals of these units and combined units were replen- 
ished with new heroic deeds. Many became guards units, were decorated 
with orders, and received the names of the cities which they liberated. 
There are units, and even combined units, in the armed forces which were 
formed in the World war II years. Their campaign record is one of glory, 
heroism, and courage. The history of these units, ships, and combined 
units has also been marked by remarkable successes in peacetime. There 
are units which were created after the war, yet they have already ac- 
quired their own traditions during military training and the exemplary 
pertormance of service, and combat duty while guarding the borders of 

the Soviet motherland and carrying out other command assignments. 


One of the celebrated combined units of the Soviet armed forces is the 
Guards Motorized Rifle Rogachevskaya Red Banner, Order of Suvorov and 
Kutuzov, Division imeni the Supreme Soviet of the Belorussian SSR of the 
Red Banner Belorussian Military District. 
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Receiving its baptism of fire in the summer of 1942 in the battles around 
Stalingrad, the combined unit traveled the triumphal read to Berlin, and 
wave the fatherland elght heroes of the Soviet Union, 


And these are examples from peacetime; 


1970--For high ratings in combat and political training, and in competi- 
tion for a fitting welcome to the 100th anniversary of the birth of V. I, 
Lenin, the combined unit was decorated with the Lenin Anniversary Certif- 
icate of Merit. 


19/7--The division took an important part in the military exercise Lere- 
zina. For successful fulfillment of the assigned tasks, many soldiers, 
NOO's, warrant officers(praporshchiki), and officers were recorded in the 
orders of the senior commanders. 


1979--The young servicemen of the division took part in the All-Union 
Lenin Inspection. In meeting the 110th anniversary of the birth of V. J. 
Lenin, they are striving for the right to be photographed by the honor 
red tanner of the CC CPSU at the Lenin memorial in the city of Ul'yanovsk. 


The campaign record of many other combined units, units, and ships of the 
armed forces has been covered with undying glory. This glory fills the 
hearts of the young servicemen with pride and calls them to new achieve- 
ments in the name of the motherland. 


It is necessary to remind the audience about the history of its own com- 
bined unit, unit(ship), to list the exciting combat episodes, to give the 
names of the heroes, and to clearly relate their exploits. For this it 
is advisable to use available literature, including memoirs, and also 
short essays of the campaign record or combat history which are in each 
combined unit, unit, and ship, other documents, and materials of museums 
and combat glory rooms. 


It is useful during the lesson to highlight the successes of the combined 
unit, unit, ship in the post-war years, to talk about the most important 
military exercises and maneuvers in which they have participated, about 
the achievements in socialist competition, and in fulfilling command 
tasks. Many combined units, units, and ships have been decorated with 
memorial standards, the pendant of the USSR Ministry of Defense for cour- 
age and military valor, they have received challenge red banners of the 
military soviets of districts, fleets, groups of forces, and also other 
awards for high ratings in combat training and for sports achievements. 
It will be of interest to the young servicemen to know about the people 
who brought fame to the unit or ship in the post-war years, about the 
peacetime heroes enrolled in the book of honor of the unit or ship, the 
masters of military affairs, and the competition winners of whom the given 
unit or ship is proud. 
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3. Young Soldiers and Sailors--The Heirs and Continuers of Combat Clory 


Moving on to an account of this question, the propagandist ought to talk 
about the fact that the decree of the CC CPSU "The Further Improvement of 
Ideological and l’olitical Mducational Work" stresses the necessity "to 
increase the glorious traditions of the army and navy, whose service is a 
splendid school of labor and military training, moral purity and courage, 
patriotism and camaraderie," 


The propagandist notes that young servicemen stand each year under the 
combat tanners of the Soviet army and navy. They accept the baton of ex- 
ploits from the older generations of armed defenders of the motherland, 
and become heirs and continuers of combat glory, Their duty is to care- 
fully guard and increase tiie comtat traditions of the Soviet army and 
navy, This means that they must be true to the combat colors of the 
military unit, to the flag of the ship, to unshakingly observe che re- 
quirements of the military oath, to live and serve strictly according to 
regulations, and to persistently master military and political knowledge. 
The serviceman, it says in the internal service regulations, must properly 
value the comtt glory of the armed forces of the USSR and honor his mili- 
tary rank, 


Developing this idea, it is appropriate to cite M. V. Frunze's opinion 
that the problem of education can only be considered to be solved when 
each red army man becomes steeped in a feeling of love for his unit and, 
through it, for the entire red army, when he will be proud to belong to 
it, when he will re ,oice in its successes and grieve over its shortcom- 


ings. 


In concluding the account of this mater al, the propagandist once again 
emphasizes that the Soviet armed forces are developing on the basis of 
the revolutionary continuity of the generations. The great grandsons of 
the revolutionaries, the sons and grandsons of the front-line soldiers 
stand under combat standards that are covered with glory. They are pre- 
pared to skillfully and selflessly defend that which their grandfathers 
and fathers earned and defended in savage tattles. The military glory of 
our valiant armed forces will never fade. The immortal exploits of those 
defended the conquests of October with weapons in their hands are calling 
and inspiring soldiers and sailors to the selfless service of our great 
socialist motherland. 


It is desirable to conduct this lesson in a museum or combat glory room, 
using the exhibits and documents availa ‘e theres: displays; combined units, 
units, and ships dedicated to the combat path; an account of the exploits 
of heroes, maps and military dispatches; the letters and photographs of 
veterans; newspapers and leaflets from front days; and other relics. 


In the period of preparation for the lessons and during the study of the 
subject, it is useful to organize meetings of the servicemen with former 
front-line veterans and veterans of the unit, ship, and combined unit. 
Viewing the films "Chapayev," "Story of a Real Person," "Private Aleksandr 
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‘atrosov," the films of the "Great Fatherland screen epics, the document- 
asy newsfilm "From Blade to Missile" and others will assist in a deeper 
mastery of the material, The group leader can illustrate his account of 
this topic to the personnel by using the slides "To Value the Honor and 
Combat Glory of the Armed Forces, Their Unit, and the Honor of Their Mili- 
tary Rank," "The Banner of the Unit, the Flag of the Ship--a Symbol of 
Military Valor and Glory," "Be Worthy of the Glory of Your Fathers," and 
others, 


During the discussion before the audience, one can raise the following 
questions: 1) what are the major military traditions of the Soviet armed 
forces, of what does their meaning and significance consist; 2) talk about 
the campaign record of your unit(ship), co: bined unit; 3) what does it 
mean to be an heir and continuer of the heroic traditions of the older 
generations. 
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WARRANT OFFICERS: ‘TASKS AND TRAINING 
In the Ground Forces 


Moscow ZNAMENOSETS in Russian No 10, Oct 79 signed to press 21 Sep 79 
pp 14-15 


[Article by Lt Gen V. Sergeyev: ''More Knowledge--More Successes" ] 


[Text] The Communist Party and the Soviet government are displaying constant 
concern for the strengthening of the Armed Forces. The introduction of the 
institution of warrant officers [praporshchik and michman] in 1972 is bril- 
liant evidence of this. Warrant officers--that numerous detachment of regu- 
lar servicemen who know contemporary equipment and armament excellently and 
who possess high political and professional qualities have now shown their 
worth well in each service of the Armed Forces and in all combat arms and 
have shown up as reliable assistants to the officers. 


Let us take the Ground Forces as an example. A large Jetachment of warrant 
officers [praporshchik] is at work in the units and large units--commanders, 
technical specialists, administrators, and representatives of many military 
professions. The majority of them skillfully accomplish the tasks of train- 
ing and indoctrinating the soldiers and sergeants, everyday support of the 
personnel, supervise the technical services with knowledge of the matter, 
step forth as active implementers of the Communist Party's policy among the 
troops, and make a worthy contribution to the strengthening of their combat 
readiness. 





The service activity of company first sergeant Warrant Officer G. Dem'yanenlko 
is rated highly in one of the tank units. He devotes all his strength, know- 
ledge, and experience to the matter of training and indoctrinating the men. 
And Dem'yanenko has a wealth of experience. He performed his active ser- 
vice in his own unit and then remained on extended service and was among the 
first to be recommended for the rank of warrant officer. Dem'yanenko became 
a communist here. An exemplary specialist, modest in his mode of life and 
with his comrades, principled in evaluating matters and deeds, and a socia- 
ble and cheerful person, the company first sergeant has earned great authori- 
ty among the unit's personnel. And it is not by chance that the communists 
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had high confidence in him, electing him a delegate to the 25th CPSU 
Congress. 


Together with all the men of the Armed Forces, Warrant Officer Dem'yanenko 
took to heart the party's decision tu strengthen the defensive capability 

of the country and he personally drew the correct conclusions [tor himself. 
In particular, they meet directly the party's increased requirements for the 
instilling and improvement of professional qualities of regular political 
personnel at the contemporary stage. As a representative of the regular 
personnel in the Armed forces, Warrant Officer Dem'yanenko concentrated ef- 
forts on increasing professional ability and the further deepening of politi- 
cal, military, and special knowledge. He persistently worked independentiy 
and successfully mastered the program cor command and political training. 

All this had a most beneficial influence on the results of the warrant offi- 
cer's service activity. For it is to the great credit of Communist 
Dem'yanenko that the company occupies one of the leading places in socialist 
competition and is distinguished by a high level of combat ability, exem- 
plary organization and discipline, and the ability to accomplish combat- 
training missions in an exemplary manner under the difficult conditions of 
contemporary combat. 





We ceuld continue with examples of this type. They testify to the high per- 
sonal responsibility of our leading warrant officers and their readiness and 
ability to meet the high requirements which are being imposed on the profes- 
sional training of military personnel at the contemporery stage. At the 
same time, it should be kept in mind that the ranks of the warrant officers 
are constantly being renewed and that young, regular servicemen having 

good general educational and special-technical training are arriving to re- 
place the veterans. However, they still need constant assistance on the 
part of their senior comrades, commanders, staffs, and political organs on 
the road to their formation as commanders. And this is natural. The dynamic 
development of military affairs, the equipping of the troops with ever more 
complex and varied equipment, the change in the methods for conducting com- 
bat operations and, in conformity with this, in the procedures for training 
the personnel are contributing to the inevitable increase in requirements 
for the professional training of warrant officers on whose level the state 
of affairs in the subunits greatly depends. For this is primarily what 
determines the basis of combat training of units and large units. 


In order to accomplish the task for a further improvement in the quality of 
the warrant officers' professional ability in the best manner, an integrated 
approach to the problem is necessary. What directions should be distin- 
guished here among the basic ones? First of all, it is necessary to raise 
the quality of warrant officer [praporshchik and michman] selection for the 
basic command and technical posts. Commanders, staffs, political and per- 
sonnel organs, and military commissariats are called upon to play an impor- 
tant role in the successful solution of this problem. In determining warrat 
officer [praporshchik] candidates, preference should be given to servicemen 
or those subject to military service who have a higher or secondary educa- 
tion and a military-related specialtv. It should be explained to the 
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men called up for military service with such an educational level that under 
conditions of excellent service they have the opportunity to become warrant 
officers after a year of active service. 


The military commissariats have many opportunities to improve the quality of 
warrant officer candidate selection. A large gain may be provided by an im- 
provement in individual] work with men in the reserve and by the accurate ex- 
planation of the circumstances which determine the desire to continue ser- 
vice as a warrant officer. In this activity, the military commissariats 
should rely broadly on the activists among the reserve officers, consider 
the recommendations of enterprise and institution personnel organs, and at- 
tract the Komsomol organizations of cities and rayons to the work. What a 
mobilizing force would be acquired, let us say, by the following line in the 
biography of a future regular military man: "Sent to warrant officer school 
on travel orders of the Komsomol rayon committee." 


Warrant officer schools play an important role in the special training of 
this element of military personnel. The programs of instruction are con- 
stantly being improved in the schools and the methodological level and 
quality of professional training are being raised. However, as is known, 
such schools do not provide a secondary special-military education. So the 
question at the contemporary stage stands as follows: each warrant officer 
[praporshchik and michman] should have a secondary special-military educa- 
tion. How can this problem be solved? It is obvious that from the first 
days of his stay in the school the future warrant officer must be directed 
not only toward serious work on mastering the current program, but also to- 
ward subsequent persistent self-education. 


On their arrival inthe unit, the warrant officers should be assigned the task 
to deepen and expand their special knowledge and develop the firm skills 
necessary for the successful accomplishment of their official duties. Com- 
manders and political officers snould orient the warrant officers toward the 
necessity to raise their professional state of training continuously and de- 
termine the prospects for such growth. In the units, schedules may be drawn 
up and times designated upon the expiration of which the warrant officers 
(under the condition of their irreproachable service in the corresponding 
posts, to inciude officer posts) are granted the right to pass examinations 
for the military school without attending lectures. 





Here, it is important to stress that the there are no age restrictions for 
those taking examinations without attending lectures. In return, special- 
ists with diplomas are given an advantage in the assignment to a post with 
an increased scheduled rating as weli as to officers posts. These and other 
measures for moral and economic incentive should receive wide publicity in 
the units and serve the goals of mobilizing all warrant officers for the 
persistent improvement of their personal state of training. 


The complex of measures adopted by staffs and political organs should pro- 
vide for the creation of the necessary conditions to train warrant officers 
[praporshchik] for studies in departments where they take examinations 








without attending lectures. Since it is accomplished without separation trom 
service, by means of self-education, the organization of assistance for can- 
ditates for passiug examinations without attending lectures shouid be 
thoroughly thought through Ln the units (consultations, additional lessons, 
survey lectures, and so forth) and the units should be concerned about satis- 
fying their housing and other domestic needs and about creating an atmosphere 
of good will in regard to the warrant officers who have displayed a striving 
for training and professional improvement. Party and Komsomol organizations 
can do much for this. 


As we see, the range of questions which need a new, higher quality leve! ot 
solution is rather vast and varied. It is obvious that these questions can- 
not be solved successfully,as they arise, by employing even the most energetic 
measures. There is a need for consistent, thoughtful, and coordinated work 
by commanders, staffs, political and personnel organs, and military commis- 
Sariats. It should be conducted in an integrated manner, with the use of 
varied forms and methods, and with emphasis on an individual approach. Only 
such work can guarantee stable successes in the matter of improving the sys- 
tem for the selection, training, and development of warrant officers as 
specialists and commanders-indoctrinators and the further raising of the 
level of professional qualifications for this element of military personnel 
as well as its authority, significance, and role in the training and indoc- 
trination of the personnel. This will be a contribution to the accomplish- 
ment of the tasks assigned by the 25th CPSU Congress to the Armed Forces in 
strengthening combat readiness. 


In the Navy 
Moscow ZNAMENOSETS in Russian No 10, Oct 79 signed to press 21 Sep 79 p 15 
{Article by Capt 2d Rank V. Nikolayev: "In Step with Life"] 


[Text] There are many technical specialists and the most extensive facili- 
ties under the command of Warrant Officer [michman] Yuriy Laptev: all power 
engineering, systems for providing the everyday needs of submarine crews 
located on board the "floating barracks" (PKZ) [personnel ship], shops, 
fire-fighting devices and mechanisms, and various salvage and rescue equip- 
ment. The warrant officer's post is senior technician-commander of the en- 
gineering department. Until recently, it was filled by er officer. And now 
he, Laptev, is coping with it successfully. 


The warrant officer passed the examinations for the complete course of a 
secondary naval school without attending lectures. The higher level of mili- 
tary and special training permits Yuriy Laptev to accomplish the assigned 
tasks competently, to accomplish his official duties in a quality manner, 

and to tiain and indoctrinate his subordinates with great effectiveness. 

The commander noted this many times when summing up the results of combat 
training. Laptev became stricter, more confident in himself, and more capa- 
ble, and he behaves more modestly, with dignity. He developed the require- 
ment to analyze his actions, relations with people, and procedure for train- 
ing and indoctrination. 
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"A different view of the seaman opened up for me," the warrant officer re- 
lates. "I am sometimes amazed that formerly I did not attach significance 

to such a factor as, for example, the seaman's frame of mind. It used to be 
that you give an assignment, check it--sec, he's working, well, and you think 
that it is good that the seaman is oceupied with his work. Now it is different. 
I observe how he operates, the diligence which he applies to his work, and 
then I ponder: how can I, the commander, influence him? Or show a new pro- 
cedure or say a sufficiently good word in order to encourage him and per- 
haps I should explain the assigned task or the periods for execution once more. 
For work quality depends on how a person mobilizes himself for work internally. 


"Taleo had prior knowledge of the requirements of military pedagogy and psy- 
chology, but I did not always attach significance to them in practice. It 
happened that I was not able to issue orders clearly, and later I was puzzlad 
as to why the seamen failed to finish something. I noticed many such ‘flaws’ 
in myself when I prepared for tests and examinations in school and I consult- 
ed with psychologists and experienced methodologists. I returned to the 
unit. 1 saw--they were learning, it turns out. And I noticed again: the 
seamen began to have a different, more confident attitude, really. They 
seek advice more often and are displaying more initiative. Naturally, I 
have great confidence in them and, although I increased demandingness and 
strictness in checking, they understand me correctly. 


"One day, I assigned Seaman V. Drozdov the task of adjusting the rectifier 
bridge in one of the electrical circuits. He made a fairly good attempt but 
he was unable to turn it on for operation. So he came to me with it. For- 
merly, I would have taken care of the matter myself, would have found the 
‘hitch’ quickly, and would have adjusted it all properly. But I fell to 
thinking that the seaman would get no value from this. I suggested to 
Drozdov that we check the circuit togather. We soon discovered that the 
capacitor group was incorrectly connected to the selenium. It proved to be 
an instructive lesson for the seaman. It suggested to him that one must de- 
velop such qualities as attentiveness, circumspection, and clarity in work. 
Later on, Drozdov became a first-class specialist and was appointed command- 
er of the electrician section. 


"I feel that the passing of the examination for the complete naval school 
course helped me, a warrant officer, to climb a step higher. I note that 
the officers now treat me with great respect and consult with me more will- 
ingly on various problems. When they value your opinion, this is inspiring. 
You understand that you are the equal of contemporary requirements and you 
are doing important work...." 


The example of Warrant Officer Laptev is remarkable in that it has a natural 
continuation. In the unit where he serves alone, many specialists with 
diplomas are striving to raise or have already raised the level of their 
professional, special-military training. Among them is Warrant Officer I. 
Pavlov who has a higher education, Warrant Officer I. Ivanets who took cor- 
respondence courses in the higher military school, and Warrant Officer A. 
Kulinchenko who has already passed the examinations for the complete course 














of the secondary naval school without attending lectures He serves tn an 
exemplary manner, clearly sees life's perspective, and attains the assigned 
goals confidently. Thus, Warrant Officer Kulinchenko became a master and 
the best specialist in the unit. Elected to be Komsomol group organizer, 
the young communist became a student in the university of Marxism-Leninism, 
In the future, he intends to continue training in his specialty in a poly- 
technical institute. And it can be believed that he has sufficient strength 
and persistence. He proved this by his servicewhich was noted by a Certifi- 
cate of Honor of the Komsomol Central Committee, the thanks of the Navy Com 
mander, an autographed award from the fleet commander, and many commenda-~- 
tions from the unit commander. 


The warrant officers are assisted in being in step with life by commanders, 
political officers, and party and Komsomol organizations of the unit. An 
atmosphere has been created here in which the striving to learn encounters 
both approval and many-faceted support. Time for independent work is en- 
visioned, training sites have been set up, and lessons in corresponding 
groups are conducted under the direction of staff specialists. Other mea- 
sures which are directed toward the development of the warrant officers’ in- 
terest in the attainment of high results in training and service and in 
raising the level of qualifications are also being implemented. Among them 
are preference in assignment to a post with a higher scheduled rating, 
satisfaction of housing needs, and others. 


The warrant officers of the unit are responding to concern with deeds and 
accomplishing tasks even more successfully. The fact that the unit has been 
declared the best in the Navy is to the great credit of the warrant officers, 
many of whom have a secondary technical and special-military education and 
the qualification of masters of military affairs and first- and second-class 
specialists. Competing under the slogan, "There should be no laggards along- 
side the experts," they are steadily improving their professional skill and 
making a worthy contribution to increasing the vigilance and combat readiness 
of the submarine personnel. 


COPYRIGHT: "Znamenosets", 1979 
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ROLE OF WARRANT OFFICER IN INDOCTRINATION DISCUSSED 


Moscow ZNAMENOSETS in Russian No 11, Nov 79 signed to press 23 Oct 79 
pp 22-24 


[Article by Lt Gen A. Agafonov: "On a Level of the Party's Requirements; 
the Requirements of the CPSU on Military Personnel. The Role of Warrant 
Officers in the Training and Indoctrination of the Personnel and in Raising 
the Combat Readiness of the Subunit, Unit (Ship)") 


[Text] In the process of studying the given subject, the students should 
learn the requirements of the party on military personnel, they should as- 
Similate the basic principles of the cadre policy of the CPSU in the Armed 
Forces at the present stage of development, and should thoroughly under- 
stand their role in the training and indoctrination of the sergeants and 
petty officers, the soldiers and sailors in raising the combat readiness of 
the subunits, units and ships, and in tle mastery by the personnel of the 
military equipment and weapons entrusted to them. 


Eight hours are given to studying the subject. This time should be divided 
in the following manner: 2 hours for a lecture, 2 hours devoted to inde- 
pendent work, and the remaining 4 hours for a seminar. It is recommended 
that basic attention be focused on examining such questions as: 1) the 
25th CPSU Congress on the party's cadre policy as a powerful lever for in- 
fluencing the course of social development; 2) the role of the Soviet mili- 
tary cadres in the development and strengthening of the USSR Armed Forces. 
One-man leadership--the most important principle of Soviet military organi- 
zational development; 3) the warrant officers [praporshchik, michman ]--the 
immediate assistants of the officers in training and indoctrinating the 
personnel and in raising the combat readiness of the units and subunits. 


1. The 25th CPSU Congress which holds a special place among the forums of 
our party devoted great attention to cadre policy which is a powerful lever 
for influencing the course of social development. The party proceeds from 
the view that the cadres determine success, and the actual implementing of 
the CPSU policy of improving the standard of living of the people, ensuring 
the security of the nation and improving the Armed Forces depend on them. 
When a political line has been worked out, V. I. Lenin repeatedly stated, 
the center of gravity shifts to the selection of the leaders and to 
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implementing specific measures to carry out the party's policy. Lenin em- 
phasized that "policy is carried out by people” ("Poln. Sobr. Soch." | Com- 
plete Collected Works], Vol 45, p 123), and that "the crux of the situa- 
tion is in people, in the selection of people" ("Poln. Sobr. Soch.," Vol 


4§, p 110). 


The training, indoctrination and placement of the cadres are one of the 
most important tasks, and here the CPSU constantly invests its collective 
mind, will and energy in solving it. The party boldly promotes to leading 
positions the yo .ng but already tried workers, politically mature and ac- 
tive specialists of the national economy who have experience in working 
with people, and it works to achieve a combination of workers who have been 
tested over many years with the young. This contributes to a succession 

of the examples of economic experience and the best traditions. At the 
same time, the party decisively dismisses from leading work those persons 
who show irresponsibility, who only crave the authority of the position, 
who do not try to learn new things and lag behind present-day demands. 
Considering the continuous rise in these demands, the party has organized 
the training and retraining of the cadres, it highly values them, it trusts 
their creative capabilities, and carefully nourishes and fosters them. 


The military cadres, in being an inseparable part of the party and state 
cadres and comprising the treasure of the Armed Forces, are indoctrinated 
by the CPSU as politically highly aware, ideologically convinced, loyal to 
the cause of the party and the Soviet people, profoundly competent in mili- 
tary questions and disciplined, and sees to it that they show a creative 
attitude toward the cause, and that they are able to organize correctly, 
effectively and from precise scientific and methodological positions the 
training and indoctrination of their subordinates, and take an active part 
in sociopolitical life. That is, they should possess those extremely nec- 
essary personal qualities for the armed defender of the motherland which 
make it possible to successfully carry out complex and responsible tasks in 
the area of ensuring the high combat readiness of the units and ships, sub- 
units and crews. 


The increased demands placed upon the cadres, their political, professional 
and moral qualities, on the style of work and organizational capabilities 
have been stated in the precise definition given in the Report of the CPSU 
Central Committee to the 25th Party Congress. "A modern leader should or- 
ganically combine party loyalty with profound competence, discipline with 
initiative and a creative approach to the question. At the same time, in 
any area the leader must also consider the sociopolitical and indoctrina- 
tional aspects, be sensitive to people, their needs and requests, and serve 
as an example in work and everyday life" ("Materialy XXV S"yezda KPSS" 
(Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress], Moscow, Politizdat, 1976, p 70). 


A very important demand has been voiced in the congress decisions upon the 
style of work of our cadres. The party teaches the leaders of all ranks, 
including the officers and warrant officers, to learn the Leninist style of 
work, a creative style which is permeated by a scientific approach to all 


27 








social questions, which presupposes high demands placed upon oneself and 
others, which excludes complacency and opposes any manifestations of 
bureaucracy and formalism. 


Stemming from the decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress and the decrees of 
the CPSU Central Committee is the duty for the warrant officers to more 
steadfastly master revolutionary theory, and to study it, in the words of 
F. Engels, "from the primary sources and not second-hand" (K. Marx and 

F, Engels, "Starinnyye Pis'ma" (Old Letters], Moscow, OGIZ, 1947, p 42h). 
It is a question of a profound creative study of the works of th founders 
of Marxism-Leninism, the CPSU decisions, the works of Comrade L. I. Brezh- 
nev, his books "Malaya Zemlya" [Little Earth], "Vozrozhdeniye" [Rebirth], 
and "Tselina" |Virgin Lands], as well as the speeches and works of other 
party leaders. A knowledge of revolutionary theory and party policy should 
be turned into a conviction, into an active vital position of a steadfast 
fighter for the cause of communism, against any manifestations of an alien 
ideology, and into a guide to action for solving urgent problems in the 
training and indoctrination of subordinates. 


Indoctrinated in a spirit of high responsibility for the results of their 
labor, and in a spirit of intolerance of shortcomings, the Soviet military 
cadres constantly master the Leninist style of work and the Leninist sci- 
ence of management. The backbone of the Army and Navy, their cementing 
and organizing force, the Soviet commanders, the political workers, the 
military engineers and technicians are the active proponents of the policy 
and ideology of the CPSU and the Marxist-Leninist ideology in the masses 
of soldiers, and they are the able organizers of the process of training 
and indoctrinating the personnel. They are marked by strict professional- 
ism, by the ability to select the basic, crucial element from the total 
mass of tasks, to take an intelligent and scientifically sound decision, 
as well as the ability to carry this out, regardless of whatever obstacles 
there may be. 


The warrant officers are reliable assistants of the officers in the ques- 
tion of the training and indoctrination of the soldiers and sailors, ser- 
geants and petty officers. The institution of warrant officers was intro- 
duced in the USSR Armed Forces by the Ukase of the Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet of 18 November 1971. This was a new manifestation of the 
concern of the Communist Party and Soviet government for further strengthen- 
ing the defense might of our state and its army. 


Along with the officers, the warrant officers are the organizers of the 
daily service of the personnel, in the subunits, units and on the ships 
they create proper order, and they direct the troop collectives. With the 
help of the communists and Komsomol members, they shape a morally healthy 
Climate in the subunits, and they employ the force of the community for the 
purposes of communist indoctrination of subordinates. 


The qualitative characteristics of the military cadres have improved sig- 
nificantly over recent years. At present, in our Army and Navy over 90 
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percent of the officer personnel is comprised of communists and Komsomol 
members, and more than 50 percent have a higher military and specialized 
military education. Almost 100 percent of the Soviet military has an educa- 
tion of at least eight grades, while the share of servicemen with a higher 
and secondary education is about 80 percent, while on the eve of the Great 
Patriotic War it equaled just 12 percent. 





The improvement in the social composition of the Armed Forces and the rise 
in the general educational, professional and cultural level of the cadres 
have had a beneficial effect on the process of military organizational de- 
velopment, they have contributed to the effective use of scientific and 
technical progress in improving our Army and Navy, and have ensured the 
rapid mastery of military affairs by the personnel. 


The improvement in the arming of the Armed Forces with weapons and military 
equipment, as was mentioned at the 25th Party Congress, raises the impor- 
tance of military technical knowledge even higher. At present a profound 
knowledge of military equipment and weapons and the search for the most 
effective methods of their combat use have been moved to one of the fore- 
most places in troop training. Life has dictated that the level be con- 
stantly raised for field knowledge and sea cruises and various exercises 
which are rightly termed the “universities of military skill," that over- 
simplification and weaknesses be decisively avoided, and training be 
brought as close as possible to the conditions of real combat. In analyz- 
ing exercises, combat training launches, firing, exercises in driving, 
marches and cruises, it is essential not only to evaluate the actions of 
the commanders, political workers, engineers and technicians, and the 
leaders of various services, but also disclose the shortcomings and over- 
sights, and demonstrate advanced experience and the ways for further im- 
proving troop training and indoctrination. The words of V. I. Leain make 
it possible to more profoundly understand the role of such analysis in in- 
doctrinating the cadres which meet the party's requirements: "In analyzing 
the mistakes of yesterday, we thereby learn to avoid the mistakes of today 
and tomorrow” ("Poln. Sobr. Soch.," Vol 34, p 257). 


The 25th CPSU Congress had high praise for the work done by the party in 
training and indoctrinating the cadres. "Never have we had such an enor- 
mous army of skilled cadres,” it was stated with pride from the congress 
rostrum ("Materialy XXV S"yezda KPSS,". Moscow, Politizdat, p 62). This 
applies fully to the Armed Forces as well. Due to the efforts of the 
party and the government, they also possess command, political, engineer 
and technical cadres who are loyal to the cause of communism, who are well 
trained, and who are capable of carrying out the given missions on a level 
of today's demands. 


2. In carrying out the -rportant and major tasks confronting the subunits, 
units and ships, an important role is played by the military cadres who 
hold a special place in the organizational development and strengthening 
of the Soviet Armed Forces. These are the commanders, political workers, 
engineer-technical specialists, the officers and warrant officers whose 
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tempering, skills, spiritual strength and courage instill in the soldiers 
and sailors a confidence in their own forces, and cause a desire to master 
military knowledge constantly and to acquire the qualities essential for 
victory under the difficult conditions of modern combat. 


In a modern war (if the imperialists or other aggressors start it), combat 
will assume great spatial scope, and will occur under conditions of extreme- 
ly abrupt changes in the situetion, with the use of diverse equipment and 
destructive types of weapons. From ali the personnel and from each spe- 
cialist this requires the greatest straining of spiritual and physical 
forces, initiative, creativity and the ability to carry out the commander's 
order unswervingly and precisely, no matter what this may cost, even at the 
price of one's life. Under these conditions, the role and responsibility 
of the military cadres has grown immeasurably, and troop command has be- 
come significantly more complicated, as in modern combat which is full of 
diverse complicated equipment and weapons, there has been a great increase 
in the capabilities of the subunits and units, their actions have become 
more fluid, while the tactics are extremely diverse. The responsibility of 
each commander has been increased for carrying out the combat mission by 
the subunit, as the outcome of combat depends on this. Without the ability 
of the commander to take a decision in a maximum short period of time and 
to firmly and unswervingly carry out this decision, it is impossible to 
cuunt on victory. 


One-man leadership is a most important principle in Soviet military organi- 
zational development. The entire experience of the development of the 
Armed Forces, their glorious military history, and the tasks confronting 
them demand a further strengthening of one-man leadership, and a greater 
role and authority for all levels of commanders who bear complete respon- 
sibility for the constant combat readiness of the subordinates. 


V. I. Lenin wrote that one-man leadership provides flexibility and effi- 
ciency of control, the best utilization of human capabilities, and the 
achieving of maximum results with the least expenditure of forces, and in 
combat, with minimum casualties. At the same time he scientifically showed 
that under the conditions of the Soviet social system, there is no contra- 
diction between socialist democracy and the use of one-man leadership, 
since this power is carried out in the interests of the revolution and in 
the interests of socialism. 


At the present stage in the organizational development of the Armed Forces, 
the role and importance of one-man leadership are growing even more. This 
has been brought about by those qualitative changes which have occurred and 
are occurring in military affairs. One-man leadership, said Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev, “provides firmness and flexibility in troop control, precise or- 
ganization and discipline, high personal responsibility of the commanders 
for the combat readiness of the troops, and for the training and indoctrin- 
ation of subordinates" (L. I. Brezhnev, “Leninskim Kursom" [By the Leninist 
Course}, Speeches and Articles, Moscow, Politizdat, 1970, Vol 1, p 164). 





One-man leadership in the Soviet Army and Navy is organized on a party 
basis. This means that each commander, in carrying out the Leninist prin- 
ciples of leading military collectives, in his activities relies on the 
party and Komsomol organizations, and makes full use of their strength and 
influence for successfully carrying out the tasks confronting the troop 
collective. 


Another particular feature of one-man leadership in the Soviet Armed Forces 
is the fact that it does not deny the possibility of collective leadership. 
This means that any solely-responsible commander should effectively util- 
ize the knowledge and experience of subordinates and the collective 
strength of public opinion. Coordinated and close work between the com- 
manders, the political workers, the party and Komsomol organizations is one 
of the main conditions for carrying out one-man leadership in the Army and 


Navy. 


The Soviet commander is not merely the main person in a platoon, company, 
combat position, crew or ship. He is also a senior comrade, a teacher, a 
mentor, an indoctrinator, and the soul of the collective. Yis remarkabie 
professional, moral and personal quelities are judged by each soldier. And 
the authority of a commander will grow if he sets an example in mastering 
weapons and military equipment, in his strict bearing and smartness, his 
discipline and efficiency, and if he combines high demands placed on the 
soldier or sailor with paternal concern for them. And then for the sub- 
ordinate the lines from Article 1 of the Internal Service Regulations of 
the USSR Armed Forces: "...to unswervingly obey the commanders (chiefs) 
and protect them in combat" become a supreme moral obligation. 


Military service and the relationships between the servicemen, the super- 
iors and subordinates are regulated by the USSR Constitution, by the mili- 
tary oath and military regulations. Special responsibility rests on the 
commanders for maintaining proper relationships between the servicemen. 
They are given great rights by the state. It is their duty to constantly 
introduce the requirements of the regulations into de‘ly army life, and in 
each subunit to achieve firm proper order and a precise organization of 
military service. 


The proper service of the troops and naval forces is all the more reliable 
and stronger the closer the warrant officers stand to the masses, the bet- 
ter they know the individual traits of the sergeants and petty officers, 
the soldiers and sailors, their needs and requests, and the more attentive 
and considerate they are of them. Along with the party and Komsomol organ- 
izations, they must explain to the youth the legacy of V. I. Lenin on de- 
fending the socialist fatherland, the tasks stemming from the materials 

of the 25th CPSU Congress and the USSR Constitution on strengthening the 
USSR Armed Forces, the demands of the USSR minister of defense and the 
chief of the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy, the 
provisions of the military oath and the general troop regulations, and they 
must be concerned with raising the authority of the commanders. The effec- 
tiveness of this work is achieved by its continuity, by its tie with life, 
by its purposefulness and concreteness. 
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3. The warrant officers as the closest assistants of the officers play a 
major role in the life and activities of the units and ships, in ensuring 
their constant combat readiness, and in indoctrinating and training the 
sergeants and petty officers, the soldiers and sailors. They head the 
crews and battle stations, the radio and radar stations, they serve as 
the battery and company sergeant-majors. Some of them command platoons, 
launches and auxiliary vessels. Many warrant officers are secretaries 
of the primary Komsomol organizations. Very many aspects of the complex 
and responsible process of developing experts of military affairs depend 
upon the level of their personal professional training, political maturity, 
discipline and in‘tiative. 


The warrant officers are personally responsible for the training and indoc- 
trination of subordinates, and for the correct use and safekeeping of mil- 
itary equipment and weapons. With their direct involvement military skills 
are formed, the nature of the young soldiers is tempered, and the qualities 
are developed needed for carrying out military duty in peacetime and war- 
time. The quality and effective mastery of a specialty by the soldiers and 
sailors, the sergeants and petty officers, their service, their execution 
of their functions, the discipline and organizations, and ultimately, the 
combat readiness and battleworthiness of the troops and naval forces depend 
largely upon how steadfastly and effectively the warrant officers secure 
from their subordinates profound knowledge and strict observance of the re- 
quirements of the military oath and regulations, the orders and instruc- 
tions, the rules for operating machines and equipment, upon their combat 
skills, educational expertise, exactingness, and personal example toward 
their job. 


In terms of its tasks, its content, forms and methods, the work of the 
warrant officers has a number of particular features. In the first place, 
it is essential to consider that the warrant officers are closely related 
to the officer corps and comprise a definite reserve for replenishing its 
ranks. This places additional responsibility on them, and raises the de- 
mands made on their pedagogical and procedural skills. A person is able 
to train and indoctrinate his subordinates most effectively only when he 
himself works constantly on deepening and broadening his special knowledge, 
when he improves his moral and political qualities, is constantly on the 
search, adopts advanced experience, ensures a high level of the training 
and indoctrinational process, and invests a creative zeal into it. 


As a rule, the warrant officers have great practical experience in the 
training and indoctrination of the men. It is important that this is not 
wasted. In the course of independent work and in the process of self- 
education, knowledge is acquired and updated, character is strengthened, 
the style of work is improved, and organizational abilities are disclosed. 
"...Maturity,"” emphasized V. I. Lenin, “is shown not by a signature or 
certificate, rather it is awarded by experience and practice" ("Poln. 

Sobr. Soch.," Vol 40, p 253). Experienced people have always hac great 
authority and respect in the collective. And they become the best teachers 
and mentors for the youth. 
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Secondly, a majority of the warrant officers have experienced service as a 
soldier or sailor. They have mastered one or another military specialty, 
they snow army and navy life well, and have delved deeply into the process- 
es occurring in the military collectives. It is very important for them in 
the future, on the basis of the most recent achievements in pegadogics and 
psychology and scientific recommendations, to carefully study the profes- 
sional, political and moral qualities of their subordinates, to improve 
their own skills in individual indoctrination work, and consider the par- 
ticular features of the different groups of servicemen. All of this is 

not only the basis for further improving the professional skill of the of- 
ficer's assistant, but also a condition for the warrant officer to success- 
fully carry out his own indoctrinational tasks and the questions of train- 
ing the subordinates, and preparing true masters of military affairs from 
them. 


An important indicator in the maturity of a warrant officer is his ability 
to organize the socialist competition of the men, to ignite their desire to 
fulfill the task of combat standard more rapidly and better, and to perform 
their high obligations. In the field or in the classroom, in drilling or 
in working on equipment, in maintaining and operating it, the competition 
should be an indispensable part of the training process. And certainly it 
not only helps to train highly skilled specialists more quickly and effec- 
tively, but also intensifies the service activities of the men, it raises 
their personal responsibility for the combat readiness of the subunit and 
for firm proper order in it, and arouses a desire for a continuous improve- 
ment in knowledge and skills. It is very important that the warrant offi- 
cers constantly and closely direct the competition, that they regularly 

sum up its results, generalize the experience of the pacesetters, and make 
the achievements of the best the achievements of all. Only thus does the 
competition multiply forces and contribute to the growth of combat skills. 


Thirdly, the warrant officers are superiors for the sergeants and petty 
officers and the soldiers and sailors from the same unit. The combat readi- 
ness of the subunits depends largely upon their ideological and political 
maturity, upon exactingness shown towards subordinates for unswerving ob- 
servance of military discipline and the regulations, and upon their strug- 
gie for proper relationships among the servicemen. In constantly being 
with their subordinates, the warrant officers must develop their feeling 
of collectivism, combat solidarity, and not permit the slightest deviations 
from the proper standards of relationships among the servicemen or from 
army order. The platoon, the crew or battle station are very important 
elements of the military organism. Here the bases for the might of our 
Armed Forces are established. And if each warrant officer is able to pass 
on to subordinates all that he knows himself and if he indoctrinates them 
as efficient, united, disciplined and close-knit, he will make a substan- 
tial contribution to raising the combat readiness of the subunit, unit or 
ship. 


It must not be forgotten that virtually all the warrant officers of the 
Army and Navy are party members or Komsomol members. It is their direct 
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duty to take a most active part in agitation, propaganda and mass political 
work, in directing this at achieving the main goal of raising combat readi- 
ness. In being guided by the instructions of the Decree of the CPSU Central 
Committee "On Further Improving Ideological, Political Indoctrination Work," 
they are strengthening the efficiency and concreteness of the measures car- 
ried out, and closely link them with life and with the tasks being carried 
out by the subunit. 


Many warrant officers are active fighters on the ideological front. 


Among them is the platoon commander and Komsomol member, WO A. Smekalov. 
Before the recent tactical exercises, he urged his subordinates to set new 
socialist obligations and to carry them out honorably, and then himself 
helped each crew prepare for the field exercise, he instructed the men on 
actions in various types of combat, and by his personal example urged them 
on to achieve successes in the competition. The platoon of WO Smekalov 
received an outstanding grade for firing and driving, for actions on the 
defensive and offensive. Smekalov himself merited a high grade. This had 
a positive influence on the personnel, and helped in successfully carrying 
out the field exercises. And there are very many other examples similar 
to this. All the activities of the warrant officers are aimed at carrying 
out the main task of training experts of military affairs and raising the 
combat readiness of the subunits, units and ships. 
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NIGHTTIME MISSILE LAUNCHING TRAINING DESCRIBED 


Moscow ZNAMENOSETS in Russian No 11, Nov 79 signed to press 23 Oct 79 
pp 4-5 


[Article by Sgt A. Perelygin, deputy chief of the missile launcher crew, 
from the Red Banner Baltic Military District: "The Missile's Roar at 
Night" ] 


[Text] The missile launcher was moving at night across a brown field along 
the edge of an aspen forest. The powerful cross-country vehicle rocked 
slightly over the water-filled rut, and climbing rapidly up the steep 
grade, turned onto the roadless tract, deafening the desert field with a 
powerful rolling rumble. 


Several minutes before our crew, headed by Lt A. Aleshin, has received the 
order to carry out a march as part of a subunit and arrive precisely at the 
designated time in the area of the launching position (Malaya Grove) ready 
to make a missile strike against an important "enemy" target. 


Beyond the slope, a bridge appeared over the Siniy [Blue] Stream. By the 
country road was the sign: "Bridge blown up, ford on the left." 


The driver, Pfc N. Kalinichenko reduced speed somewhat, and confidently 
directed the cross-country vehicle at a right angle to the water. The 
engine strained and the water rushed and foamed under the wheels of the 
vehicle. The obstacle was left behind. The arrow on the speedometer again 
hovered over the set speed. With satisfaction I noted to myself the skill- 
ful and precise work of Pfc Kalinichenko. There was not one extra movement, 
and his control of the equipment was flawless. His concentration and combat 
mood were transmitted to the other members of the crew. 


The launcher, having passed the forested area, came out on a comparatively 
level section of field. 


"Gas attack!" came the command. The crew immediately put on the protective 
gear and continued to carry out the given mission. The speed of the 
vehicle, like that of the entire column, did not drop. The missile troops 














during all the previously conducted special tactical exercises and training 
had become accustomed to working in difficult conditions which were as 

close as possible to combat reality. And from each man this required a 
complete commitment of forces, and urged him on to work with zeal, with a 
constant awareness of his own control over the powerful and mighty equip- 
ment, and with a strong desire to properly celebrate the 62d Anniversary 

of the Great October Socialist Revolution and Missile Troops and Artillery 
Day. For several years running our crew had been outstanding. And this 
year it has already begun to be called a crew of outstanding men. All the 
missile troops are outstanding men in military and political training, high- 
class specialists, rated athletes and holders of the VSK [Military Sports 
Complex] insignias. The training tasks have been worked througii with ex- 
cellent grades. Here as an average we exceed the combat standards by 15 
percent. The missile troops have learned to work at night using daytime 
standares, and in protective equipment to operate as if in an ordinary situ- 
ation. 


All of this has been the result of intense effort, stubborn training, and 
the correct organization of the training process and the socialist competi- 
tion. We consider one of the main achievements the fact that each missile 
troop is working according to standards one level higher than the awarded 
class rating. Moreover, everyone has mastered related specialties. 


We measure the achievements in training and service by the severe measure 
of combat, and we try to equal the frontliners. The name of the Hero of 
the Soviet Union, Sgt N. Dmitriyev is well known in our glorious Guards 
Moscow-Minsk Proletarian Motorized Rifle Division. Prior to the Great 
Patriotic War during the days of combat training the artillery crew in 
which he served held first place in the Red Army artillery competitions. 
The subordinates of the sergeant at that time surprised the participants 

in the contests by their ability to work shorthanded. Even one man was 
able to handle the duties of the entire crew, that is, one man operated the 
gun. But the artillery troops worked for this not out of an interest in 
sports. They were preparing to defend the motherland. And their effort 
was repaid a hundred-fold. During the years of the Great Patriotic War, 
the crew repeatedly engaged superior Nazi forces and emerged the victor, 

as superiority in rapid work and outstanding knowledge of the equipment and 
firing rules were on the side of the sharpshooters. In one battle, when 
only Sgt Dimitriyev remained alive, he alone destroyed several enemy tanks 
and armored personnel carriers with infantry. For this feat Sgt Dimitriyev 
was awarded the high title of Hero of the Soviet Union. In the division, 

a rotating pennant named after the courageous artilleryman has been insti- 
tuted. And our crew has fought for the right to win the honorable award. 
Now the pennant is ours. 


The launcher continued to move at a high speed over the "contaminated" area 
of terrain. Then came the order to make a "nuclear" strike against an 
important “enemy” target. The driver, Pfc Kalinichenko, halted the vehicle 
smoothly and rapidly. Without delay the crew began to prepare the missile 
for launching. Under nighttime conditions, and on "contaminated" terrain, 
this requires maximum teamwork and excellent training. 
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Pvt V. Sal'nikov performed his duties at a rapid pace. In exceeding the 
combat standard, he quickly located the ulming point and precisely lined 

up for it. To each command from the senior chief came the precise and 
clear repetition of the given command. The remaining men do the same thing. 
And this is no minor detail. In the past it has happened that individual 
young specialists in their first exercises either forgot to repeat the com- 
mands or said them incorrectly. Naturally, further requests came from the 
crew chief, and precious time was wasted. When this shortcoming was elim- 
inated, the pace of the combat work rose. 


..-The firers, the computers and topogeodesists worked in the same rhythm. 
The umpire "knocked out" several specialists. There was an immediate re- 
distribution of duties, and everyching continued strictly according to 
schedule. Now I had to perform the duties of the chief of the launcher, 
while Pvt Sal'nikov took over for me. I was slightly concerned, although 
we had worked hard on these questions in all the planned training sessions. 
I took over the plotting board of the crew chief. Our rationalizers had 
made a blank sheet on a transparent plate and for use at night this was 
illuminated from below by small lights. "or this reason there was no 
necessity to be tied to any fixed light source. One could move freely 
around the entire position. And most importantly with clearly visible 
figures we could work quickly and conveniently, and in addition neither 
rain nor snow bothered us. 


Then the missile was ready for launching. The combat standard had been 
surpassed. The accuracy of the missile strike from the march was high. 


And again the launcher was moving at night. Several kikometers still re- 
mained to the population point of Drozdovo, when over the radio came an 
order to make the next missile strike on the march. And again the missile 
troops worked excellently, demonstrating teamwork and mastery, initiative 
and resourcefulness. And it happened that in readying the missile for 
launching, firing was heard from the direction of a barn. Several soldiers 
headed by Pvt D. Kuz'min, having taken up the defensive, repelled an at- 
tack by a small “enemy” group with accurate firing, making it possible for 
the shorthanded crew to carry out its responsible mission under this diffi- 
cult situation. 


And again the intense work of our crew on the field was given a high grade. 
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RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROPER MOTOR MAINTENANCE REVIEWED 
Moscow ZNAMENOSETS in Russian No 11, Nov 79 signed to press 23 Oct 79 p 14 
[Article by Col Just S. Morozov: "A Vehicle Leaves the Pool"] 


(Text ] Whenever motor vehicles leave the pool for exercises or on an 
ordinary trip, they should be in full proper working order. And this de- 
pends chiefly upon the high professional skills of the personnel, and 

this is achieved by its comprehensive training during which the training 
and indoctrinational questions are solved in an organic unity. In addi- 
tion, success in the operation of the combat, special and transport ve- 
hicles is achieved by continuous and efficient supervision of their techni- 
cal condition, and here an important role is played by the technical inspec- 
tion point [KTP] of the unit. Here experienced specialists check the 
readiness of the vehicles to leave the motor pool, and this in turn ensures 
reliable and safe traffic. 


In the unit where WO [|praporshchik] A. Gordiyenko is the chief of the KTP, 
this is well understood and great importance is paid to inspecting the 
motor vehicles going out on a trip. The chief of the KTP inspects them 
without fail. Having made certain that the vehicles are in good working 
order and the drivers have the proper and correctly drawn up documents, he 
fills out the guard's lists. WO Gordiyenko thoroughly knows the design of 
the motor vehicles in the unit as well as the technical demands made upon 
them in inspection. And each time he reports to the deputy commander for 
technical affairs on the holding up of vehicles at the KTP and on damaged 
vehicles returned from a trip. Fortunately, there are not so many drivers 
who commit various violations, but they still do exist. 


There was a cerse when Pvt V. Yelyshev was negligent in carrying out his 
duties. He was in a rush to report that the vehicle was ready to leave the 
unit. At the KTP, WO Gordiyenko carefully inspected the technical state of 
the vehicle. Here play was discovered in the drag link as well as a mal- 
functioning right turn indicator. Because of this the vehicle was held up 
until the existing problems had been eliminated, and the driver was strict- 
ly cautioned. The KTP also held up the vehicle of Pvt S. Obeychenko because 
the body was dirty. The driver was warned over his negligence in maintain- 
ing the equipment. However he did not draw the proper conclusions and 
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continued to commit violations. As a result, driver Obeychenko was pro- 
hibited from driving a vehicle. 


Yes, among the military drivers there are still those who do not trouble 
themselves to open the hood or to check the dependable operation of the en- 
gine and other systems of the vehicle. And if in the motor pool and at the 
KTP negligence is permitted, then this can lead directly to a road accident 
or a breakdown. At times due to the carelessness of negligence of a driver, 
the road situation is complicated, critical situations are created on the 
routes, and the carrying out of combat training missions is jeopardized. 


On one of the trips, an armored personnel carrier was forced to halt as in 
crossing an ascent the engine died. The driver, Pvt N. Sergeyev, no mat- 
ter how he tried, could not get the vehicle going. It took a good deal of 
time to eliminate the failure and start the engine. The motorized rifle 
troops arrived significantly late at the designated area. When they began 
to investigate why the engine had died, it turned out that Pvt Serveyev 
had not inspected the vehicle as he should have as it had started up im- 
mediately in the motor pool. And the fuel supply should have been slightly 
adjusted and this would have provided the trouble-free operation of the 
engine. The driver did not do this promptly, and none of the sergeants or 
warrant officers directed his attention to such a “minor detail." 


At that time the direct guilty parties in this incident were not estab- 
lished, with the exception of the driver. But certainly an untuned engine 
is in fact a technical malfunction of the vehicle. And the law states that 
@ person can be held criminally liable for releasing a knowingly malfunc- 
tioning motor vehicle or for any other flagrant violation of their operat- 
ing rules which ensure traffic safety and committed by a person responsible 
for the technical condition or operation of the means of transport, with 
definite consequences following. 


The troop regulations and manuals establish a precise procedure for utiliz- 
ing military equipment. It is a question of permitting servicemen to op- 
erate transport, special and combat vehicles, and determining the rules 
for releasing the vehicles from the motor pool, and other provisions. Any- 
body who encroaches on these procedures and violates them is violating 
military discipline, one of the demands of which is to precisely carry out 
the military oath, the military regulations, the orders and commands of 
commanders (chiefs). 


Article 2 of the Internal Service Regulations of the USSR Armed Forces 
obliges each serviceman to have a perfect knowledge of and to protect the 
weapons, military and other equipment assigned to him. In this sense the 
servicemen have the duty of the intelligent operation and maintenance of 
the equipment. Article 290 of the same regulations points out that vehicles 
are released from the motor pool under an order approved the evening before 
by the regimental commander, and they must be in proper working order and 
maintained, with the drivers assigned to them having a document identifying 
the driver, as well as a driver's license. In addition, the driver should 
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have a drawn up guard's list signed by the deputy regimental commander for 
technical affairs (the chief of the motor vehicle service). 


It is particuiarly important to precisely carry out all the operating rules 
when new equipment is received. The platoon commande:, WO S. Korolenko, 
after receiving an auger-rotary snowplow, decided to inspect its technical 
condition. For this purpose he arrived at the bay. He ordered Pvt V. 
Ganibov to put in some fuel with a hand pump and using the starter started 
up the engine. In violation of the operating instructions of the snowplow 
which oblige the driver to make certain that the clutch lever is in a "dis- 
engaged” position and the gearshift lever in a neutral position, he did not 
note that the gearshift was in "Reverse." This led to a situation when the 
engine started up and Korolenko engaged the clutch, the machine began to 
move backwards, and as a result of this Pvt Ganibov was injured. WO horo- 
lenko was seriously punished. 


The law states that the violation of the driving or operating rules of a 
combat, special or transport vehicle involving accidents with humans or 
other severe consequences is to be punished by imprisonment for a period 
from 2 to 10 years. The liability increases depending upon the degree of 
blame, the nature of the violation and the ensuing consequences. Such vio- 
lations are caused by carelessness, presumption and negligence. But the 
price of such violations is immeasurably higher than any punishment which 
can follow. Human life is involved. And as is known, this has no price. 


The warrant officers, sergeants and petty officers involved in ensuring the 
precise fulfillment of the operating and driving rules for combat, special 
and transport vehicles are serious and responsible. The successful fulfill- 
ment of combat training missions by the subunits and the life and health 

of the servicemen depend largely upon their ability, technical skills and 
discipline. This is why they must have a good knowledge of the equipment, 
the particular features of its operation, maintenance and overhaul, and 
constantly show circumspection and clarity in their daily activities. 
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FOLLOW-UP REPORTS ON READERS' COMPLAINTS PRINTED 
Moscow ZNAMENOSETS in Russian No 11, Nov 79 signed to press 23 Oct 79 p 29 
(Unattributed article: "Although the Letter Was Not Printed" ] 


[Text] WO [praporshchik] I. Kostryuk wrote the editors that he was dis- 
charged into the reserves because of age, having served more than 25 years, 
although in the discharge papers received there was no stipulation that he 
was to be awarded the medal "Veteran of the USSR Armed Forces." The re- 
quest of the editors was answered by Lt Gen Avn N. Trofimov who st*ted that 
by an order of the Commander-in-Chief of the National Air Defense Troops, 
WO Kostryuk was to be awarded the medal "Veteran of the USSR Armed Forces," 
and it had been sent out to the unit commander to be presented to hin. 


WO (Res) V. Kaledin also complained of a formal attitude when he was re- 
tired on pension, as a result of which he was not presented with the medal 
"Veteran of the USSR Armed Forces." The senior chief replied to the edi- 
tors and to Comrade Kaledin that the unit command had submitted him for dis- 
charge into the reserves without the right to wear his uniform and without 
presenting the medal because of failings in service and a personal lack of 
discipline. However Kaledin appealed again to the editors, having stated 
that he was not satisfied by this reply, since the corresponding entries 
had been made in his identity card. 


After an additional check of the complaint at the request of the editors, 
a reply was returned from the personnel department of the Red Banner Baku 
Air Defense District that WO Kaledin had been put up by the command for 
discharging into the reserves without a commendation in the form of keeping 
the right to wear his uniform and without awarding the medal "Veteran of 
the USSR Armed Forces" for a negligent attitude toward service duties and 
a lack of discipline. However, WO Ye. Sivov from the unit staff had in- 
correctly entered the record in the identity card of WO Kaledin, and for 
this had been discharged into the reserves as unfit for service through 
certification proceedings, while the complaint of Kaledin's was left un- 
satisfied, as invalid. 
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Citizen N. Mishchenkov turned to the editors stating that he had been in 
the army in the field and asked about his right to receive a certificate 
as a participant of the Great Patriotic War. Upon our request, from the 
Velikiye Luki Unified Municipal Military Commissariat of Pskovekaya Oblast, 
a statement was received that a temporary certificate for the benefits and 
advantages set by the legislation for participants of the Great Patriotic 
War had been issued to citizen Mishchenkov. 


WO N. Orobey turned to the editors with a complaint about a supposedly in- 
correct instituting of proceedings against him for flight equipment which 
he lost. Maj Gen Intend Serv S. Glamazda who reviewed this question in- 
formed us that in accord with the Regulation Governing Material Liability 
of Servicemen for Harm Caused to the State, officers, warrant officers and 
reenlisted servicemen are materially responsible in the event of the loss 
or appropriation of articles of flight clothing issued to them in the 
amount of the value of this equipment at retail prices minus wear. If 
there are no retail prices, the loss is calculated at an amount of double 
the value of the designated property at wholesale prices. Due to the fact 
that the property lost by WO Orobey did not have a retail price, he was re- 
sponsible for double the wholesale price as stipulated by the law. 
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DOSAAF CHIEF ON TRAINING TASKS, RESULTS 


Moscow POLITICHESKOYE SAMOOBRAZOVANIYE in Russian No 2, 1980 signed to 
press 25 Jan 80 pp 49-56 


{Article by Mar Avn A. Pokryshkin Chairman USSR CC DOSAAF, three times Hero 
of the Soviet Union: "The Workers' Military--Patriotic Education") 


[Excerpts] An important place in the organization and improvement of the 
workers’ military-patriotic education belongs to the All-Union Volunteer 
Society for Assistance to the Army, Aviation and The Fleet (DOSAAF), which 
is rightfully called the reserve helper of the USSR armed forces. 


DOSAAF is one of the public associations of our nation and is created by 
its initiative. The main task of the society's organizations is assistance 
in the strengthening of the country's defense capability and other training 
of the Soviet peoples for the defense of the socialist Fatherland. "Quali- 
fied in every possible way to strengthen the military might of our state 
and its defense against possible enemy attack, the defense society,” empha- 
sized Comrade L. I. Brezhnev at the 4th DOSAAF Congress, “is not only pre- 
paring military reserves for the Soviet armed forces, but also by all its 
activity is promoting the further rallying of the workers around the Com- 
munist Party and is educating them in the spirit of Soviet patriotism and 
universal devotion to the great work of building communism in our country. 
The society is playing a large role in the work of strengthening and 
developing the bonds between the army and navy servicemen and the workers 

' of the factories, plants, kolkhozes and sovkhozes.” 


As with the other mass workers’ associations, DOSAAF works under the guidance 
of the CPSU and is tied in with the Soviets, trade unions, the Young Commu- 
nist League [Komsomol] and the scientific and technical societies. The 
defense-patriotic society has the right to promote candidates for elections 
in the state power organs. All its work is carried on by the vigor of 
activists who number more than 6.5 million. The foundation of DOSAAF, of 
which any Soviet citizen 14 years of age and older can become a member, are 
the primary organizations established in plants, factories, sovkhozes, 
kolkhozes, institutions, boarding schools, under house management and the 
like. 








More than 336,000 DOSAAF primary organizations are now operating with more 
than 90 million members. The uninterrupted grewth in the number of its 
ranks is evidence of the fact that the society's patriotic activity is 
close to and understandable to the Soviet people and is conceived by them 
as vital and as an integral part of their work. In becoming members of 
DOSAAF, they express thereby the desire to assist inevery way in the 
strengthening of the Motherland's defense capability and the readiness-- 
if it is required--to defend socialism's achievements with weapons in hand, 


Millions of the Motherland's defenders have passed through DOSAAF's circles 
and clubs, including many people now well-known throughout our country and 
the world. “The majority of the famous pilots of the air force and civil 
aviation began their journey to larger aviation from DOSAAF sport circles 
and aeroclubs" writes the first astronaught, Yuri Gagarin, "] am lucky that 
my journey into space began from the Saratov aeroclub. Smart and careful 
teachers inculcated me with a love of aviation. They helped me to find my 
calling." Of the students in Osoaviakhim (DOSAAF's femous predecessor ) 
every third pilot was awarded the title of Hero of the Soviet Union in the 
Great Patriotic War. And many of the brave tankers, artillerists, sharp- 
shooters and submariners mastered the rudiments of the science of winning 
at war in its ranks. 


The defense society is guided in its activities by the decree of the CC CPSU 
and the USSR Council of Ministers, "On the Condition and Ways for Strengthen- 
ing the Work of the Volunteer Society for Assistance for the Army, Aviation 
and the Fleet (USSR DOSAAF)," (1966), the instructions of the 25th Party 
Congress and the decisions of the Communist Party. The memoirs of Comrade 
L. I. Brezhnev, “Malaya Zemlya” [Dear Land), “Vozrozhdeniye” [Rebirth], and 
"Tselina” (Virgin Soil], which have become reference books for millions of 
Soviet people, are playing an important role in the workers' military- 
patriotic education. DOSAAF primary and training organizations are conduct- 
ing theoretical and scientific-practical conferences and heroic-patriotic 
recitals on these works. 


The revolutionary, combat and labor tradition of the party and the nation 

is a priceless achievement of the Soviet people, impelling them to fulfill 
their duty in a model fashion and honestly and conscientiously serve tie 
socialist fatherland. In the decree of the CC CPSU, "On Further Strengthen- 
ing Ideological and Political-Educational Work," the necessity is emphasized 
of augmenting the glorious traditions of the army and navy, service in which 
is an outstanding schoo’ for labor and military training and for moral purity, 
courage, patriotism and comradeship." 


In recent years many new and effective forms and methods have entered into 
the practice of popularizing traditions, in which each Soviet individual 

can take pride and value. Members of the Komsomol and Pioneers are the 

honor guard at the eternal flame on the square of fallen warriors in 
Volgograd. This high honor is awarded to the very best: those distinguished 
for studies and the activists of the society's work. Near the memorials and 
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monuments and the nearly 200 kilometers of the "green belt of glory,” which 
passes along the high water mark of the Leningrad defense line, children 
join the pioneers, Komsomol membership cards are presented to young men and 
women and evidence of draft registration to the inductees, Right here, 
soldiers take the oath of service. On the sacred ground there is an abun- 
dance of heroes' spilled blood, and the young people beg to be true to the 
work of communism for the socialist motherland, 


In Kaliningradskaya Oblast holidays are solemnly celebrated for the cities, 
villages, kolkhozes, enterprises, fishing boats and streets carrying the 
names of the heroes of the Great Patriotic War. There were created in the 
country thousands of museums and rooms of combat glory and statues. Large 
memorials were erected which became the places of public visitation. The 
youth honor guards at the memorials to the heroes symbolize the fidelity 

of the youthful successors to the work of the older generations and fill 

the breasts of young men and women with pride and striving to be the worthy 
successors of the heroic achievements of fathers and uncles. Such forms of 
work as the young peoples' trips to the places of revolutionary, labor and 
combat glory and the all-union military-sports games "Zarnitsa” and "Orlenok" 
really became popular. DOSAAF makes a large contribution to their organiza- 
tion. The network of military-patriotic clubs, lecture bureaus and film 
lecture halls is growing. For example, in the Belorussian SSR more than 120 
clubs for future servicemen and more than 50 military-patriotic lecture 
bureaus and film lecture halls are working, and scholastic clubs for patri- 
otic and international education are in operation. Purposeful propaganda 

is yielding positive results: the training and sports work in the DOSAAF 
circles and sections was improved, the level of training of the pre-inductees 
was raised and more school graduates are striving to enter the higher mili- 
tary schools. 


The party veterans, participants in the revolution, civil war and Great 
Patriotic War and participants in the building of communism are rendering 
invaluable help. They are passing on to the young generation a deep com- 
munist conviction, fostering a class irreconcilability towards the enemies 
of the fatherland and teaching loyalty to military duty. 


The all-union monthly mass-defense works, conducted by DOSAAF jointly with 
the party, trade union and Komsomol organizations in connection with the 
anniversaries of the armed forces and in honor of navy and air force day 
are yielding good results. Thus, during the month-long campaign devoted 

to the 6lst anniversary of the Soviet army, about a million lectures, 
reports and meetings were conducted and more than 500,000 other mass- 
patriotic arrangements took place in which more than 60 million people 
participated. As a result, the ranks of defense societies were appreci- 
ably increased, more new primary organizations were created and the network 
of military-technical circles was increased by 2,500; several million people 
participated in the military-technical types of sports competition. 











The next all-union month-long campaign devoted to the 62d anniversary of 
the Soviet army and navy will be conducted beginning on 23 January 1980. 
During the month-long campaign the behests of Vladimir I1l'ich Lenin, the 
works of Comrade L, 1. Brezhnev on the questions of the defense of the 
socialist fatherland, the materials of the 25th CPSU Congress, the Novem- 
ber (1979) Plenum of the CC CPSU and the status of the USSR constitution 
will be widely propagandized. Special social-political significance was 
attached to the month of preparation for two significant jubilees--the 
110th anniversary of the birth of V. I. Lenin and the 35th anniversary of 
the victory over Hitlerite fascism. All this created good possibilities 
for the thorough explanation to the workers and youth of Lenin's behests, 
the activities of the CPSU for their accomplishment, the propaganda for 
the glorious revolutionary, combat and labor traditions of the party, the 
Goviet nation and its armed forces and for popularizing the defense soci- 
ety's work. At the same time, as in previous month-long campaigns, mass 
competition in military-technical type sports will be conducted and mili- 
tary accomplishments will be propagandized among the population and DOSAAF 
members. This produces an increase in the level of all public defense 
work, more qualitative training of youth for service in the USSR armed 
forces and an attraction of youth to the study of military affairs. Ideas 
for the month-long campaign, accumulated in the course of its test of mass- 
agitation work will be devoted to its further improvement, to the mobiliza- 
tion of the workers for the successful fulfillment of the tasks of the last 
year of the 10th Five-Year Plan and for the active participation in the 
struggle for the strengthening of the economic and defense might of the 
motherland. 


The unification of the efforts of the various public workers' organizations 
promotes the strenthening of public defense work. For example, in the course 
of realizing the joint decree of the Komsomol presidium and the DOSAAF Cen- 
tral Committee "On the Ways to Strengthen the Military-Patriotic Education 
of the Population,” more than 80 sport schools for children and young people 
were created in the cities of our country for military-technical type sports. 
Our society is closely connected with the Leninist Komsomol. By the assign- 
ment of the Komsomol CC, the local Komsomol organs exercise patronage over 
the building of the most important units for DOSAAF. 


Being supported by the help of trade unions, Komsomol and other social organ- 
izations, the All-Union Society for Assistance to the Army, Aviation and the 
Fleet is striving to improve the military-patriotic education of the workers 
and youth. There is still more to be done. Indeed, the level and effective- 
ness of the public defense work of its organizations still do not always 
respond to present day requirements. 


At the present time DOSAAF has everything necessary to coordinate closely the 
propaganda of military knowledge with the training of youth for honorable 

army service. A sufficient material base has been created--houses of military- 
technical training, autodromes, garages and firing ranges. Just last year, 
more than 1000 new buildings and structures, including motordromes, motor 
tracks, race track ovals and water stations were put into construction. 
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In the training organizations--technical, automobile, radio technical and 
maritime schools and aviation sport clubs--youth are studying the military 
oath and regulations, becoming acquainted with the tenor of army and fleet 
life and acquiring the knowledge and skills for their selected military 
specialties: pilot, drivers, electricians, radiomen, parachutists, seamen, 
etc. One draftee in three receives the basics of professional training in 
the defense society's organizations. 


In many DOSAAF schools there were training classes, laboratories, autodromes, 
radio and radar training areas, technical service points, shops and garages 
with modern equipment and training complexes. However, the level of pre- 
conscription technical training in a number of local organizations is still 
open to criticism. Often drivers train on old model machines. The fact is, 
when preconscription age youths, having fulfilled the sport categories of 
the military-technical type sports in DOSAAF organizations, do not confirm 
the indicies in military service it signifies that the requirements for them 
were understated in the defense society's clubs and circles. 


DOSAAF schools and clubs train specialists not only for the army and navy 
but also--in 50 professions--for the national economy. Annually, up to 2 
million automobile drivers, mechanics, electricians, operators, radio and 
maritime specialists trained by us flow into the work force. Responding 

to the communist party's call to create general compulsory education in the 
village, organizations of our society trained 2.8 million machine operators. 
In this five-year plan it is faced with the task of training in the DOSAAF 
system no less than 8.5 million specialists for the mass-technical profes- 
sions, especially chauffeurs, radio specialists and machine operators in 
agriculture. 


Military-technical sport--fixed wing aircraft, helicopter, parachute, glider, 
automobile, motorcycle, radio, underwater, motorboating, shooting and model- 
ling, etc.--has special significance in the training of youth for the defense 
of the motherland. While getting young men and women accustomed to applied- 
military types of sport, DOSAAF organizations broaden their technical hori- 
zons, inculcate high moral-volitional qualities, the ability to orient them- 
selves in difficult situations and the ability to undertake bold deeds and a 
reasonable risk. 


Veterans of the war know that these qualities at times determine the outcome 
of a battle. I remember in the summer of 1941, Lt Semenov and I took off to 
reconnoiter the river Prut in the Ungen--Stefanisti sector: are there any 
enemy crossings. Near the river we fell under fascist anti-aircraft gunfire. 
We had hardly gotten out from under the firing when I noticed two "Messer- 
schmitts” behind us. To get out from under their fire, only one maneuver 

was possible--to throw the plane into a vertical climb. While executing it, 

I felt an immense force which literally rammed me into the seat and I blacked 
out. My whole body became so heavy that it seemed I would not be able to make 
a single movement. But, having gathered strength I completed the maneuver all 
the same, after which I became master of the situation in the air and shot 
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down one "Messerschmitt." Later at the airfield while analyzing that sit- 
uation, I came to the conclusion that in success of battle, physical endur- 
ance played a role along with a thorough knowledge of techniques. I was 
grateful to my first iustructor in the aeroclub, on whose advice | spent u 
lot of time in a glider and other types of military-technical sports. My 
comrades at the front always spoke warmly of their Osaviakhim teaci.ers and 
pilot-instructors who tempered them and imparted a love of sports. 


As is well-known, success in sport work is determined previously by a public 
character. At the same time as they are acquiring a military specialty in 
DOSAAF, youths pass the norms of the GTO [Ready for Work and Defense] complex, 
and compete in the sports categories received. More than 30 million people 
participated in the military-technical type sports competition in the USSR 
people's Sparticades I-IV; in number VII in 1979 there were about 50 million. 
As a rule, young servicemen, having passed the training in the defense soci- 
ety's schools and clubs, prove themselves in the services in the best possible 
light. 


Among the DOSAAF sportsmen are many well-known champions. In 1978 they won 
262 gold medals in international competition and set 72 world records. In 
all, on 1 January 1979, members of the defense society held 345 world records 
in military-technical type sports. 


The periodicals and literature being turned out by the DOSAAF publishing 
house play an important role in the workers’ military-patriotic education. 
It is sufficient to say that a single edition of the newspaper "Soviet 
Patriot," and of the journals "Military Knowledge, "Wings of the Fatherland," 
"Behind The Wheel" and “Radio,” is 4.5 million copies. These printed organs 
of the society serve not only as agitators and propagandists, but also as 
organizers of mass-defense and military-patriotic works. They publish arti- 
cles on political and military-patriotic themes, recount the heroic military 
work and its significance in peacetime and deal with the work experience of 
our best organizations. About 50 short chronicle-documentary and technical- 
propaganda films are issued by the country's film studios on order of the 
defense society's central committee. The newsreel "Soviet Patriot," which 
illuminates DOSAAF activities, enjoys wide popularity. Our propagandists 
strive actively to participate in the popular telecasts "I Serve the Soviet 
Union,” "Victory" and "From the Bottom of the Heart” in the military- 
patriotic broadcast series of local radio and television. 


It is well-known that a work's success depends a great deal on the qualifi- 
cations of the cadres. In Moscow alone more than 8,000 experienced propa- 
gandists, who are members of DOSAAF, appear in the establishments and insti- 
tutions of learning with lectures and reports on the enterprises. The soci- 
ety's activists organize daily up to 200 appearances before the workers. 

The DOSAAF Moscow City Committee jointly with the "Znania”" [Knowledge] 
Society strives to improve the mastery of those giving the lectures and 
reports. 
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As was already mentioned, one of the most important tasks of the military- 
patriotic work is the strengthening in the consciousness of the workers and 
youth the idea of socialist internationalism, ‘The USSR DOSAAP cons tantly 
strengthens relations with the sport organizations of the socialist coun- 
tries. Cooperation is developed in the spirit of internationalism and 
comradely mutual aid. We share work experiences, search for new, more 
interesting and effective methods, and conduct joint arrangements. For 
example, the international motor run "The Banner of Victory," was conducted 
in honor of the 30th anniversary of the defeat of fascism. Its cause lay 
through the socialist countries liberated from fascist servitude by the 
Soviet army. International motor runs were successfully held in honor of 
the 60th anniversary of Great October, the 100th anniversary of Bulgaria's 
liberation from the Ottoman yoke, the 40th anniversary of the Japanese 
militarists' defeat in the region of the Khalkhin-Gol river of MNR [the 
Mongolian People's Republic]. On the course in populated areas and at 
memorials, hundreds of meetings and manifestations of internaticnal solid- 
arity were conducted in which more than a million people participated. The 
motor run strengthened still more the friendship between the fraternal coun- 
tries' youth, displayed its loyalty to the work of communism, a readiness to 
defend the achievement of socialist cooperation and peace in the land. 


The strengthening of fraternal bonds is promoted by sports competitions of 
the citizens of the countries of socialist cooperation under the motto "For 
Peace and Friendship," the creation of international defense-sports camps 
for pre-inductees and the exchange of friendship trains, etc. The first 
international festival of military-patriotic and sports films was success- 
fully held. 


DOSAAF considers the development of cooperation with the socialist countries’ 
defense organizations as the fulfillment of its international duty and as an 
important condition for the strengthening of the fraternal peoples’ combat 
cooperation. 


Our activity, successes in the building of communism, the history of the 
heroic struggle for freedom and independence of the socialist motherland 

is the beneficial basis on which is developed and strengthened in the 
Soviet people the feeling of patriotic pride for the fatherland, the yearn- 
ing to devote one's strength for its well-being, and the strengthening of 
its economic and defensive might. 


While a delegate to the 25th CPSU Congress, I listened with emotion to the 
greetings of an armed force's delegation to the congress. "Soviet service- 
men,” it was said in the opening address, "are faithful to the heroic tra- 
ditions of their fathers who, in the difficult struggle with the Hitlerite 
invaders, defended the honor ar’ freedom of the socialist motherland. Let 
the enemies of peace know the. ‘structive labor of our nation and the 
sacred borders of the Soviet su. .« the countries of socialist coopera- 


tion are reliably defended." 
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While expressing the comrades' feelings concerning weapons, the armed forces' 
delegations solemnly swore to the congress: to serve the communist party 
and the Soviet people selflessly, to be always at high combat readiness, and 
to the end fulfill every order dealing with the defense of the sacred borders 
of the beloved motherland. 


The words have a profound meaning! ‘They expressed the very essence of the 
Soviet army and navy's high calling: under the communist party's leader- 
ship to fulfill proudly the behests of V. I. Lenin concerning the defense 
of the socialist fatherland, raise combat readiness timelessly, vigilantly 
and loyally preserve the constructive labor, happiness and peace of our 
country's workers, and socialism's historical achievements. For the ful- 
fillment of this most honorable mission the youth must be trained who will 
rise up under the banner of the valiant armed forces, which is covered with 


glory. 
COPYRIGHT: Izdatel'stvo "Pravda," "Politicheskoye samoobrazovaniye," 1980 
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